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President’s Message
By Roger Shults

May has been another active month for the chapter that began with the
installation of Chapter Officers and the Board of Governors for the 2012-2013
year they are:
Officers

Board of Governors

President
President Elect
Treasurer
Secretary

Jim Sarno
Scott Smith
John Tellefsen
Chris Lambert
Chris Phelan
Dorrie Mercurio
Dave Halko
Jim Rossetti
Roger Shults

We then were pleased to award a scholarship to Josh Zaro, a third year student at NJIT. He has our best wishes for
success as he continues his studies. We then moved to a Clean Energy Seminar during the dinner meeting that started
with Doug Shattuck presenting information about incentives that are available for energy saving products and projects
through New Jersey’s Clean Energy Program. Glenn Gerboth and Rudy Bohince presented examples of energy
conservation projects and technologies that delivered energy cost reduction benefit to the owners. This topic was a
fitting conclusion for the year since energy conservation is an integral component of sustainability and closely linked to
ASHRAE’s new theme “shaping tomorrow’s built environment today”.
The following week we visited the Ferreira Construction Net Zero Energy Building, an example of sustainability in
action. It was very well attended by members and some guests. We were given a thorough presentation that focused on
the project history, construction, the solar array, the operating results, and a visual presentation of the solar array’s
power generating capabilities. Dave Guralchuk led the presentation and was assisted by Lou Pacheco and Nicolas
DeLorenzo when we toured the facility and viewed the solar array. The very active exchange during the Q&A session
shows that there is interest in exploring the technology if the financing works. Thirty percent of the attendees enjoyed
a pleasant after tour dinner.
On Friday, June 15 we will enjoy our “Race to the Finish” of this year, during a gathering at the Meadowlands. This
activity is all about food, fun, and fellowship as we spend a few hours getting to know each other, sampling the
delicacies of the buffet, enjoying the liquid libations from the cash bar, and testing our handicapping “skills” (luck?).
Since this is the third year that we are doing this, it has almost become a tradition. Following the established practice,
the cost will be only $25.00 per person. This will be payable at the door in cash or check. (Note: handicapping losses
are on you, but we will gladly accept donations to Research Promotion from your winnings.) Bring your spouse,
significant other, or friend and have a good time.
Our final chapter activity for the year will be the annual golf outing that will occur on June 19 at Fox Hollow Golf Club.
Chris Phelan is hard at work to make this another successful event and is soliciting sponsorships, gifts, prizes, and other
items to ensure that the golfers have a good time. More details follow in the newsletter.
As we approach the end of the year we can look back at where we have been and evaluate the activities in which we
have participated. I think there is a consensus among the officers that the PDH seminar stands out as the single most
important activity we held and that it should be repeated. It provides high value for the members.
I thank all officers and the Board of Governors for your help and support through out the year. I also thank Bob Daly
(Historian) and Jeff Grant (Awards Chair) who have served the chapter for many years in various capacities, including
Chapter President. They are moving from the active role of chairmen of their respective committees to chapter
support roles that reflect the change in their availability for active involvement. Many thanks also to Janet Shipton for
her service to the chapter and on the Board of Governors. Also to Jim Rossetti who will replace her on the BOG. Thanks
to all and best wishes to the incoming officers for a successful year.

Statements made in this publication are not the expressions of the Society or of the
Chapter and shall not be reproduced without permission of the Chapter
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Message From The Editor
By Jim Sarno

Welcome to our May 2012 Edition. Below are some highlights that are contained in this months
Newsletter:
President Roger Shults’s Message sums up the positive year the Chapter has had.
The site tours of the PruCenter and the Net Zero Building have brief write ups and photos. And in
the case of the PruCenter tour—some additional photos in addition to those published last month.
Also, our Scholarship winner is highlighted in this issue.
This is the last official newsletter for the year, and I’d like to take this opportunity to thank all of
the members who have helped make my first year as editor go as well as it did by submitting
articles, taking photos or proofreading. It was a learning experience and I’ll be taking those
lessons into the upcoming year.
For anyone who is interested in writing an article for the Newsletter, feel free to reach out to me
and let me know what you propose.
As always, if you have any comments or suggestions, feel free to email me. I can be reached at
jsarno@ksi-pe.com
Have a great summer and see you in October!

2011—2012 Presidential Award of Excellence (PAOE) Summary
Chapter
Members

Member
Promotion

Student
Activities

Research
Promotion

History

Chapter
Operations

CTTC

NJ Chapter
PAOE Point
Total

-

Min = 500

Min = 300

Min = 800

Min = 100

Min = 300

Min = 450

-

-

Par = 800

Par = 500

Par = 1050

Par = 300

Par = 600

Par = 850

-

691

530

280

625

0

1,035

975

3,445
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Summary Of Board Of Governors Meeting Minutes May 2012
By: John Tellefsen, PE
NJ ASHRAE Secretary

The April 2012 Meeting Minutes were read and reviewed and accepted as amended.
Programs:


PDH Seminars day was a success - 63 people attended. Commendations to the people who made it a
success and to DLB for hosting it with their very fine facilities.



Future possibility would be to have a half day seminar so that a workday will not be interrupted; Possible
topic: Ethics in Engineering

CTTC:


Meeting speakers: May: Energy Roundtable.



May 15 will be the site tour of the Net Zero commercial building in Branchburg, NJ.



Refrigeration: The April 11 tour of Newark Prudential arena ice plant was a success. Appreciation is
extended to the organizers and to the Prudential Arena for being great hosts!



NJ ASHRAE Scholarship will be awarded tonight.



YEA (Young Engineers of ASHRAE) chapter chair will be Michelle Contri.

Old Business:


The June spouse/social (mix and mingle(?)) has been set for June 15 and will be at the Meadowland
Pegasus; Roger S. will contact the establishment.



The Golf Outing is planned for June 19, 2012.

New Business:


Reminder of the CRC in August

Calendar of Upcoming Meetings/Events
Date

Speaker

Theme

Location

June 15, 2012

-

Spouse’s Night

Meadowlands Racetrack
Rutherford, NJ

June 19, 2012

-

NJ ASHRAE Golf Outing

Fox Hollow Golf Course
Branchburg, NJ
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NJ Chapter’s Scholarship Award Winner
By: Jim Sarno

Josh Zaro is this years recipient of the
Scholarship Award. Josh is employed by KEA
Engineers of Iselin, NJ and is working his way
through college.
Josh is currently finishing up at Essex
County College and was just accepted into
NJIT’s Mechanical Engineering Program.
Congratulations to Josh and best of luck at
NJIT!
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Meeting Recap
Topic: NJ Clean Energy Program With Local Case Studies
Presenters:
Rudy Bohince; Johnson Controls
Glenn Gerboth; Siemens Industry, Inc. Building Technologies Division
Doug Shattuck; NJ Clean Energy Program c/o EAM Associates
Held May 1, 2012 at the Woodbridge Hilton
Thanks you to Rudy, Glenn and Doug for presenting at our May Meeting.
Doug presented an overview of the NJ Clean Energy Programs that are available.
Additional information can be located at their website, http://www.njcleanenergy.com/
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Congratulations to the 2012-2013 Officers and
Board of Governors
Officers
President—Jim Sarno
President Elect - Scott Smith
Treasurer - John Tellefsen
Secretary - Chris Lambert
Board of Governors
Dave Halko
Dorrie Mercurio
Chris Phelan
Jim Rosetti
Roger Shults

NJ Chapter Of ASHRAE Looking For Volunteers
By: Jim Sarno

As many of you have noticed (and taken advantage of) over the last few years the Chapter has
been organizing an increased amount of site tours and new this year a PDH Seminar. These events
have allowed the officers and BOG to see many new faces that normally are not able to attend
the Monthly meetings. What many of the members don’t see is the volunteers that dedicate their
time to complete the work that allows these events run as smoothly as possible.
Luckily, the Chapter has a base of active members who allow the work to be spread out. But like
any organization, a few more volunteers would help and this would permit the Chapter to branch
out and provide additional services.
Keep in mind, we’re not looking for someone to dedicate 40 hours a month. Rather, we’re looking
for a few hours at an event or prior to an event to help organize. Moving forward this summer,
please reflect if you could give a small amount of time over the span of the year to help out with
an event or assist a committee.
Over the summer we’ll be sending out a summer email update and in it will be some options that
are available for members to volunteer along with the projected time that would be needed.
Thanks again for making the 2011-2012 year a success and we look forward to a successful 20122013 year!
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NJ Chapter’s Tour Of The Pru Center
Our April tour at the Prudential Center was a great success! Based upon the numerous and detailed questions posed to our
tour guide, it seemed all in attendance was truly interested. Equipment viewed during this tour included two ice rinks,
two machine rooms and rooftop equipment. Our tour guide, Tim, was the best, and he replied to all our questions with a
great knowledge of this plant and much enthusiasm. This ice rink facility equipment includes 4-175 horsepower open
drive compressors, utilizing R-22 refrigerant. Tally of attendees reached 37. Dinner was with a smaller than expected
crowd, but everyone enjoyed the conversations, the restaurant and the food.
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NJ Chapter’s Visit to Ferreira Construction Net Zero Building
Below is a sampling of pictures from the Net Zero Building Tour held on May 15th.
The NJ Chapter wishes to thank Ferreira Construction for allowing us to tour their Net Zero
Building.
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NJ Chapter’s Visit to Ferreira Construction Net Zero Building
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ASHRAE Funds 22 Undergraduate Projects; Creation of “Shack” to Study
Energy Efficiency
ATLANTA – Design and construction of a “shack” to demonstrate renewable and HVAC technologies, including
solar thermal heating, photovoltaic power generation, high efficiency and green insulation options and wood
pellet stoves, is being developed by undergraduate students in an ASHRAE Undergraduate Senior Project Grant.
This year, 22 schools from around the world were awarded grants. The grants, totaling some $100,000, are
awarded by ASHRAE to colleges and universities worldwide to promote the study and teaching of HVAC&R,
encouraging senior undergraduate students to pursue related careers.
The grants are used to design and construct projects, such as Minnesota State University – Mankato’s proposal to
design and construct a renewable and HVAC technologies test-bed “shack.”
“In the spirit of the Solar Decathlon and the movement toward ‘tiny homes,’ this project aims to design and build
a structure of some 24 square feet that can be used to demonstrate renewable and HVAC technologies,” Patrick
Tebbe, faculty advisor at Minnesota State University – Mankato, said. “The ‘shack’ will be designed to
accommodate a range of technologies for demonstration and testing in the classroom and research projects.”
Given the university is located in the heart of ice fishing territory, the shack design will be loosely based on
typical ice fishing huts or shacks. The inclusion of ice fishing creates an immediate engagement for both students
and the public, according to Tebbe. He said the students hope this will generate interest in energy efficiency and
sustainable design topics beyond upper level engineering courses. The shack also will be portable (most likely
constructed on a sled) so it could be moved to test sites, high schools, open houses, etc., allowing for greater
demonstration. It also could be adapted for summer applications.
The project will incorporate a flat plate solar collector to supplement interior heating, testing of various wood
and pellet fueled stoves and weather stations from previous solar research. The construction materials likely will
be supplemented with recycled and reused materials found locally.
Other ASHRAE grant recipients are:
 Purdue University – Calumet (Hammond, Ind.) – was deemed the top grant award winner for its project,
Refrigeration and Heat Pump Teaching System. Two students from the university are invited to present their
project as part of the Student Program at the 2013 ASHRAE Winter Conference in Dallas
 American University of Beirut (Lebanon) – Test and Optimize a Zonal Air Distribution System to Inactivate
Airborne Microorganisms using Upper-Room Ultraviolet Germicidal Irradiation
 Carleton University (Ottawa, Ontario, Canada) – Measurement of Indoor Air/Environmental Quality in Arctic
Housing and University Campus Buildings
 North Carolina A& T State University (Greensboro, N.C.) – Impacts of Air Filters on Energy Consumption in
Typical HVAC Systems
 Sinclair Community College (Dayton, Ohio) – Primary – Secondary Hot Water and Chilled Water System Design
and Installation
 Transylvania University of Brasov – Testing Laboratory Using Renewable Sources for Radiant vs. Convective
Heating and Cooling
 Universidad Pontificia Bolivariana (Colombia, South America) – Clima Emulator Using Chilled Water HVAC
System as Energy Sourced
 Universiti Teknologi Malaysia (Johor) – Effect of Ejector Geometric Parameter on the Unitary Air Conditioner
as an Expansion Device
 University of Alaska Anchorage – Air Duct Simulator
 University of Alberta (Edmonton, Canada) – Undergraduate Boiler Performance Laboratory
 University of Urbana-Champaign (Illinois) – Design and Construction of an Energy Recovery Ventilation
Demonstration Unit Using Heat Pump for Laboratory Use
 University of Indonesia (Kampus UI Depok) – Development of Smoke Venting Demonstration Apparatus
 University of Lagos (Nigeria) – Design and Fabrication of a Biogas-Powered Water Refrigeration Heating
System
 University of Maryland (College Park) – Energy Consumption Analysis and Optimum Cooling Solutions for a
Medium Size Data Center
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University of Minnesota (Minneapolis) – Desiccant Dehumidification Test Facility
University of Windsor (Ontario, Canada) – Underwater Compressed Air Energy Storage System Model
Western Kentucky University (Bowling Green) – Air Flow Visualization System Using Infrared Thermography
Wright State University (Dayton, Ohio) – Heat Powered Demonstration Chiller
California State Polytechnic University (Pomona) – Moisture Control for Carbon Dioxide Sensor Applied in a
Residential Furnace
Jimei University (Xiamen, China) – Design and Construction of an Experimental Facility for Fresh Air Ventilator
with Exhaust Air Heat Recovery Systems
University of Algarve (Faro, Portugal) – Development of Sensors for HVAC Systems Control Based in the Human
Thermal-Physiology

For more information on the grant program, visit www.ashrae.org/grants. ASHRAE will begin accepting
applications for the 2013-14 program in August 2012, with a December 2012 final deadline.

ASHRAE, NIST to Host Conference on Refrigerants
ATLANTA – A joint conference focused on refrigerants and hosted by ASHRAE and the National Institute of Standards
and Technology (NIST) has been announced for October 2012.
The ASHRAE/NIST 2012 Refrigerants Conference: “Moving toward Sustainability” takes place Oct. 29 -30, 2012, at
NIST in Gaithersburg, Md.
“This conference addresses international concerns about the impact of refrigerants on climate change, which
inevitably lead to increased focus on refrigerants with a low global warming potential (GWP) applied in highefficiency systems,” Piotr Domanski, conference co- chair, said. “This includes new generations of unsaturated
flourochemicals and expanded use of ‘natural’ refrigerants.”
This is the fourth jointly sponsored refrigerants conference sponsored by ASHRAE and NIST. Past conferences
provided information and updates on the phase-out of chlorofluorocarbon (CFC) and hydrochlorofluorocarbon
(HCFC) refrigerants, which were implicated in destruction of the stratospheric ozone layer.
The conference provides the latest information on alternative refrigerants, likely time schedules, transition
requirements, environmental effects of refrigerants, new refrigerant performance considerations and what will be
required to phase-out the use of high-GWP refrigerants with other refrigerant alternatives and technologies.
All those involved in the different aspects of refrigerants and refrigeration technology – policymakers,
manufacturers, researchers and government officials – will receive an opportunity to learn about the latest
developments and directions going forward.
The conference features invited papers from leading global experts who will cover a broad range of topics,
including:
 Status of current environmental, scientific and regulatory activities
 Potential applications of “natural” refrigerants
 Technical developments on new low GWP flourochemical refrigerants
 Equipment applications using low GWP alternatives
 The opportunities for reducing refrigerant emissions
 Panel discussions by industry experts at the end of each day.
The focus of the conference is on technical issues and the longer term opportunities for success from a global
perspective. Experts of every facet of the issues to be covered in the conference are going to be available during
the two days of the sessions for an information exchange with an evening dinner on Monday for more informal
discussions.
Registration is slated to open in June 2012. The cost is $390 ($340, ASHRAE members). For more information, visit
www.ashrae.org/refrigerants2012.
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ASHRAE Hosts Luncheon on Commercial Buildings Energy Consumption Survey
ATLANTA – An update on the Commercial Buildings Energy Consumption Survey (CBECS) – one of the United State’s
most essential building energy use surveys – is featured at a luncheon hosted by ASHRAE next month.
Tom Lecky, director of the Energy Information Administration (EIA)’s Energy Consumption and Efficiency
Statistics, which administers CBECS, will serve as guest speaker at the May 4 event at the National Press Club in
Washington, D.C. ASHRAE President Ron Jarnagin will serve as moderator. The luncheon is part of the American
National Standards Institute (ANSI) monthly Caucus luncheon services. As an ANSI member, ASHRAE is sponsoring
the May event.
“The luncheon provides a great opportunity for ANSI Federation members and others in the built environment
industry to hear about CBECS and how important it is to building performance benchmarking,” Jarnagin said.
CBECS is a national sample survey that collects baseline information on the stock of U.S. commercial buildings,
their energy-related building characteristics and their energy consumption and expenditures.
Last year, EIA announced it would not be releasing the results of the 2007 CBECS due to data collection errors. As
a result of appropriations reductions, EIA also announced that it would halt work on the 2011 edition of the
Survey. Currently, the latest version of CBECS data is from 2003. ASHRAE and other groups in the built
environment industry asked the agency and Congress to reconsider, and allow work on the Survey to continue.
As a result, funding was restored, and CBECS is being conducted for reference year 2012. Data collection is slated
to begin April 2013, with the first data releases expected in spring 2014. According to EIA, its focus is on
collaboration with stakeholders to develop the CBECS questionnaire. ASHRAE has provided feedback on the
document, which can be found at www.ashrae.org/government-affairs.
To obtain the data used in CBECS, interviews are conducted for a sample of commercial buildings representing
the 50 States and the District of Columbia. For buildings in the survey, data are collected on the types, amount
and cost of energy consumed in the building, how the energy is used, structural characteristics of the buildings,
activities conducted inside the buildings that relate to energy use, building ownership and occupancy, energy
conservation measures and energy-using equipment.
CBECS data are critical to the building community because they help form the basis for understanding patterns of
energy use, informing the decisions of the industry and key policymakers and government programs, according to
Jarnagin.
“For instance, CBECS data are used by ASHRAE in the development of its building energy efficiency standards,
which are used by the federal government and most states,” Jarnagin said. “CBECS data are also used by many
federal and private sector programs in their efforts to promote building efficiency.”
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Advanced Energy Design Guidance Offered for Large Hospitals
ATLANTA—A dose of guidance to help save energy in hospitals is prescribed by the newest Advanced Energy Design
Guide (AEDG), written by a group of leading building industry organizations.
The AEDG for Large Hospitals is the fourth in the series, designed to provide recommendations for achieving 50%
energy savings when compared with the minimum code requirements of ANSI/ASHRAE/IESNA Standard 90.1-2004,
Energy Standard for Buildings Except Low-Rise Residential Buildings.
The book was developed by a committee representing a diverse group of energy professionals drawn from
ASHRAE, the American Institute of Architects (AIA), the Illuminating Engineering Society (IES), the Department of
Energy (DOE) and the United States Green Building Council (USGBC).
“Most important in the Advanced Energy Design Guide for Large Hospitals is the recognition that patient
outcomes, safety and experience trump all cost- and energy-saving strategies,” Shanti Pless, chair of committee
that wrote the guide, said. “However, a well designed, constructed, operated and maintained facility is a major
contributor to the environment of care and can improve patient outcomes, safety and comfort.”
The Guide focuses on standard mid-to-large-size hospitals that would typically be at least 100,000 square feet in
size but the strategies apply to all sizes and classifications of large hospitals. Space types covered include
conference, lobby, lounge and office areas; reception/waiting areas and examination and treatment rooms; clean
and soiled workrooms; nurse stations, nurseries, patient rooms; operating rooms, procedure rooms, recovery
rooms and sterilizer equipment areas; pharmacies and laboratories; triage, trauma and emergency rooms;
physical therapy and radiology/imaging rooms; and storage, receiving and mechanical/electrical/telecom rooms.
Included in the Guide are recommendations for the design of the building opaque envelope; fenestration; lighting
systems; HVAC systems; building automation and controls; outdoor air requirements; service water heating;
measurement and verification; and plug and process loads, including kitchen equipment.
Along with whole building and technology case studies, the Guide highlights that existing reliable technologies
and design philosophies can be used to reduce energy, according to Pless. Some of the technologies and
philosophies highlighted in the book include:









Use of shape and form to give access to daylighting in spaces that usually have no windows
Daylighting of staff areas and publics spaces while at the same time specifying proper glazing to control solar
gain
Elimination of reheat, which is the largest energy saver from the HVAC system. Other HVAC savings comes
from the de-coupling of ventilation air treatment and space conditioning and the elimination of steam boilers
Recommendations to reduce and control plug and process loads including commercial kitchen equipment
Reductions in interior and exterior lighting
Recommendations involving LED surgery lights, which have the added benefit of allowing surgeons to set the
thermostat higher in the operating rooms
Measurement and verification recommendations to demonstrate savings are being realized with the added
benefit of helping solve operational issues

The 50% Advanced Energy Design Guide series follows an earlier series that provided guidance to achieve 30%
savings. The ultimate goal is to provide guidance to achieve net zero energy buildings; that is, buildings that, on
an annual basis, produce more energy than they consume.
Other books in the 50% savings series deal small to medium office buildings, K-12 schools and medium to big box
retail buildings. Since the Guides first began to be offered as free downloads at the beginning of 2008, more than
400,000 have been downloaded.
For more information on the entire Advanced Energy Design Guide series, or to download a free copy, please visit
www.ashrae.org/freeaedg. A print version of the Guide may be purchased for $82 ($69, ASHRAE members). To
order, contact ASHRAE Customer Service at 1-800-527-4723 (United States and Canada) or 404-636-8400
(worldwide), fax 404-321-5478, or visit www.ashrae.org/bookstore.

May 2012

THERMOGRAM

PAGE 21

ASHRAE Launches New Terminology Site – ASHRAEwiki
ATLANTA – Common definitions for terms found in ASHRAE standards and other publications can now be
found at a new website from the Society.
The free ASHRAEwiki is located at www.ashraewiki.org and contains over 6,000 terms related to buildings
with a particular focus on mechanical, envelope, electrical, lighting, load calculations, design, water
design/conservation and energy use and measurement metrics.
“Common terminology in communications and particularly in standards helps users in their understanding,
thus encouraging adoption and use,” Art Hallstrom, a member of ASHRAE Technical Committee 1.6,
Terminology, said. “The ASHRAEwiki goal is to improve communication by encouraging the use of consistent
terminology definitions within ASHRAE and the industry, worldwide.”
The new ASHRAEwiki can create custom reports of terms and primary definitions that will aid in the
development of standards, guidelines, Handbooks and other ASHRAE publications. With time, it may have
broader use across the industry, according to Hallstrom.
Each term in the wiki has one or more primary (recommended) definitions, in which ASHRAE standard(s) the
term is used, the definition source and known legal information such as trademark registration. The wiki
also lists any secondary definitions used in an ASHRAE standard or guideline, which will help with the
development of consistent standards.
“There is no requirement to use an ASHRAEwiki primary definition, but standards developers should be able
to see the value in consistency across all standards,” Hallstrom said.
ASHRAEwiki terms are grouped by words, symbols, abbreviations and acronyms. Definitions that include
units may use Inch-Pound (I-P) or International System (SI) as primary units. ASHRAEwiki is in English but
might be expanded to other languages in the future.
“ASHRAEwiki content is controlled by the ASHRAEwiki editors and TC 1.6 but suggestions from individuals or
organizations are welcome,” Bruce Billedeaux, TC 1.6 vice chair, said. “Suggestions can be entered in the
wiki discussion section or sent to the ASHRAEwiki editor.”
ASHRAEwiki replaces a proposed ASHRAE Standard, Standard 166P, Heating, Ventilating, Air-Conditioning
and Refrigerating Terminology, which had been proposed to offer uniform terminology for use in the
HVAC&R industry.

Proposed Revisions to Energy Standard for Existing Buildings Open for
Public Comment
ATLANTA – Public input is being sought into revision of an ASHRAE/IES standard that addresses retrofit of
existing residential and commercial buildings to achieve greater energy efficiency.
Last year, ASHRAE and the Illuminating Engineering Society (IES) announced they were revising ANSI/
ASHRAE/IESNA Standard 100-2006, Energy Conservation in Existing Buildings, to provide greater guidance
and a more comprehensive approach to the retrofit of existing buildings for increased energy efficiency.
The standard was first published in 1981, and the need for its requirements has grown as more attention is
paid to improving energy in current building stock.
“Information from the International Energy Agency shows that the building sector is the largest consumer of
energy in the United States, using some 40.3 quadrillion Btus of energy in 2002, around 41 percent of total
U.S. energy use,” Rick Hermans, chair of the committee writing the standard, said. “Compliance with this
standard by every building would reduce that energy use by three quarters.”
Public input to the proposed changes is being sought from May 4 until June 18. For more information on how
to comment, visit www.ashrae.org/publicreviews.
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Proposed Revisions to Energy Standard for Existing Buildings Open for
Public Comment (continued)
The proposed changes include criteria for energy use surveys and auditing and requirements related to
implementation and verification. Appendices are included for life cycle cost analysis procedures as well as
identification of potential energy conservation measures.
Recognizing that the actual occupancy of the building plays a key role in its performance, the standard
“The standard takes advantage of the fact that any building which has been in operation for at least 12
months can quickly determine its performance relative to some benchmark, which is defined in the standard
as an energy use intensity target,” Hermans said. “This concept is the new paradigm for energy conscious
design, construction and operation of buildings.”
The standard provides requirements for the retrofit of existing buildings and addresses major and minor
modifications for both residential and commercial buildings, single and multiple activity buildings with
variable occupancy periods and identifies an approach for 53 building types in 16 climate zones/sub-zones.
The revised standard also identifies energy efficiency requirements for buildings with and without energy
targets and provides multiple levels of compliance.

ASHRAE Government Affairs Update
GSA Releases Initial Report on Green Building Certification Systems
The U.S. General Services Administration (GSA) released its review of Green Building Certification Systems on
Thursday, May 3. This initial report is the first step in an extensive review process – including a public
comment period – that evaluates tools that could help federal agencies meet their goals for maintaining and
constructing more sustainable and efficient buildings. When completed, the use of updated building
certification systems will help GSA’s customer agencies meet federal requirements for green construction,
save taxpayer dollars and meet the goals of President Obama’s Executive Order on Federal Leadership in
Environmental, Energy, and Economic Performance (E.O. 13514).
Three certification systems passed the screening criteria: The Green Building Initiative's Green Globes, U.S.
Green Building Council’s Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED), and the International Living
Building Challenge. The initial findings from GSA revealed that none of the three building certification systems
cover 100% of the federal building requirements for new construction, major renovations, or existing buildings.
GSA will hold public listening sessions for members of the public to provide feedback on its review and
convene an interagency review group to evaluate and make recommendations on how to guide government
construction towards meeting the goals of President Obama’s sustainability executive order. The inter-agency
task is co-chaired by GSA, the Department of Energy (DOE), and the Department of Defense (DoD). Agencies
with large portfolio holdings such as the Department of State, National Park Service, Department of Veterans
Affairs, and the Forest Service have also been invited to take part.
The review group’s findings will be shared through a notice-and-comment period advertised in the Federal
Register. Following public comment, GSA, DoD, and DOE will develop formal recommendations on how green
building certification systems will be used to facilitate high performance in the federal sector. GSA expects to
make its final recommendation to the Secretary of Energy in the fall of 2012.
For more information, visit: http://www.gsa.gov/gbcertificationreview.
View GSA’s original press release at http://www.gsa.gov/portal/content/133751

May 2012

THERMOGRAM

PAGE 23

ASHRAE Government Affairs Update; Continued
House Oversight & Investigations Subcommittee to Hold Hearing on the
Science Behind Green Building Rating Systems – ASHRAE to Submit
Testimony for the Congressional Record
The House Committee on Science, Space, and Technology Subcommittee on Investigations and Oversight will
hold a hearing on Tuesday, May 8 entitled “The Science Behind Green Building Rating Systems”. Witnesses will
likely include representatives from the U.S. General Services Administration, U.S. Green Building Council, the
Green Building Initiative, and possibly others. The Subcommittee asked, and ASHRAE will submit testimony for
the Congressional Record.
Information on the hearing will be posted at http://ow.ly/aHmrj

Senators to Meet to Decide Fate of Major Energy Efficiency Bill
One of the few major energy bills in the Senate, the Energy Savings and Industrial Competitiveness Act
(S.1000) has received support from approximately 150 business, trade, and energy efficiency organizations –
including ASHRAE. Despite considerable support and agreement within the building community for S.1000, the
road ahead for bill is unclear.
This coming week key Senators will meet to determine the broader levels of support for the bill in the Senate,
and if it will likely be used by Senators as a target and stage for election year politics. While not necessarily
final, the results of these discussions will weigh heavily on the bill’s chances for floor consideration and
possible passage in the Senate. The fate of the bill in the House, if passed in the Senate, is even less certain.
For more information, please visit http://ow.ly/aHn5T, or contact Mark Ames, ASHRAE Manager of Federal
Government Affairs, at mames@ashrae.org or 202-833-1830.

ASHRAE Sends Letter to EIA Encouraging Allocating Funds
to Support CBECS
ASHRAE recently sent a letter to the U.S. Energy Information Administration (EIA) encouraging the Agency to
allocate fiscal year 2013 funds to the Commercial Buildings Energy Consumption Survey (CBECS) to allow
progress to continue on the 2012 edition of the Survey. EIA administers CBECS.
ASHRAE has learned that CBECS may be delayed by a year if EIA does not receive sufficient funding from
Congress. This is particularly concerning because the House Appropriations Committee proposed a $5 million
reduction in funding for EIA. EIA needs about $4 million per year to continue work on CBECS, and a $5 million
funding reduction could result in a suspension of work on the Survey. EIA previously halted work on CBECS as a
result of Congressional funding cuts. Despite this threat, the next edition of the Survey may be released on
schedule.
The Senate Appropriations Committee proposed an $11.3 million increase in FY2013 funding for EIA. This
would be enough to allow progress to continue on the Survey and fund a planned expansion.
Much uncertainty remains in the FY2013 funding level EIA will receive. ASHRAE is actively working with a large
coalition of building community groups to encourage Congress and EIA to allocate funds to allow progress on
the Survey to continue and data to be released on the current schedule.
To view ASHRAE’s letter to EIA, visit http://ow.ly/aHohf
For additional information or to get involved, please contact Mark Ames, ASHRAE Manager of Federal
Government Affairs, at mames@ashrae.org or 202-833-1830.
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ASHRAE Government Affairs Update; Continued

Happy Birthday, Grassroots Activities – and Here’s to Many More!
As ASHRAE’s grassroots government activities initiative approaches its first birthday, programming is beginning
to take shape across the Society. Since its inception at last year’s Annual Meeting in Montreal, new staff has
come on board in ASHRAE’s Government Affairs Office in Washington, DC; councils, committees, and
subcommittees have discussed numerous means by which members may become more engaged, putting public
policy favorable to Society interests in place; and now, the message of grassroots advocacy is travelling across
the Society and, in due time, it will expand its influence to the farthest reaches of the ASHRAE fold.
In recent weeks, ASHRAE staff has offered basic advocacy training – which encompasses both an overview of
current policy priorities and activities and a primer on how “average ASHRAE members” might go about
becoming involved in the public policy process in their respective communities – at the chapter and regional
levels. Members attending the Baltimore Chapter’s monthly meeting; chapter Presidents-elect and other
chapter leaders from Region III; and leaders from Region XI have all benefited from these sessions. To date,
member reaction to this budding program and its potential for the future has been very favorable, with many
a constructive dialogue occurring during or after the presentations.
At the end of June, members will flock to San Antonio for the 2012 Annual Meeting – a meeting at which
grassroots government advocacy will play a prominent role. An educational session being held June 26,
“Federal, State and Local Grassroots Engagement: How Helping ASHRAE Helps You,” is an opportunity for
members to learn more. This session will address the current status of key policy initiatives, and provides
members guidance for effectively combining technical expertise with policymaking opportunities to become a
more effective advocate for themselves, Society, chapters, and the profession, thus enabling them to become
a more “complete” ASHRAE member.
For additional information on ASHRAE's Annual Meeting, please visit www.ashrae.org/sanantonio.

DOE Proposes Changes to Use of Alternative Testing Methods for
Determining Compliance with Energy Conservation Standards and Ratings
for Consumer Products & Equipment
The U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) is planning on revising and expanding its existing regulations governing
the use of alternative testing methods for certifying compliance with energy conservation standards and the
reporting of related ratings for consumer products, commercial and industrial equipment.
Background information and specific proposed changes can be found at http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR2012-05-31/pdf/2012-13108.pdf.
DOE will hold a public meeting next week to discuss these proposed new regulations. The meeting will be held
on Tuesday, June 5 from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. in the U.S. Department of Energy, Forrestal Building, Room 8E
-089, 1000 Independence Ave SW, Washington, DC 20585.
If you would like to attend the meeting, please contact Brenda Edwards at 202-586-2945 or
Brenda.Edwards@ee.doe.gov.

May 2012

THERMOGRAM

PAGE 25

Advertising Rates
Newsletter Ad Includes:
 Business Card ad in 3 Newsletters (next newsletter is September), will be published the end of the
month)
COST: $75
Website Ad Includes:
 Business card ad on website for 1 year (starts month payment and business card are received)
 Link to your website
COST: $300
Newsletter and Website Includes:
 Business card ad in newsletters through June 2012
 Business card ad on website for 1 year
 Link to your website
COST: $350

