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Speaker’s Topic: 

Future Forecast: How Drones, Sensors and 

Integrated Apps are Rewriting all the Rules 
Wednesday, January 13, 2016 @ 5:30pm 

 
Speaker: James Benham 
Chief Executive Office 
JBKnowledge Inc. 

 
Cost:   Members $65.00 
            Non-members $65.00 
            YEA members $65.00 
            Students $65.00 
 
Time    5:00 pm Sign In and Networking 
            6:30 Dinner and Speaker to follow 
           *Note the Change in times & date* 
 
Location:    Hotel Woodbridge @ Metro Park 
                    120 Wood Avenue South 
                    Iselin, NJ 08830-2709 
                   
                
   RSVP:    REPLY@NJASHRAE.COM         CLICK HERE          
  *By 1/7/2016*    
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Society or of the Chapter and shall not be reproduced without 
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mailto:REPLY@NJASHRAE.COM?subject=NJ%20ASHRAE%20Dinner%20Meeting
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President’s Message 
By Kent Silveria 
 

I would like to wish our entire membership a Happy New Year and hope that everyone had an opportunity  
to enjoy some time off with their families.  This is certainly a time for each of us to reflect on the past year  
and to look forward to the challenges and opportunities that await us in 2016. 
 
Once again we had a good turnout for our dinner meeting last month.  The program content was Back to  
Basics Month and dealt with Fan Testing and System Effect.  Ron Michael-NE Regional Applications  
Manager from Loren Cook Company did a great job discussing criteria around industry fan testing and  
associated specification requirements.  In addition Ron addressed the system effect of various ductwork configurations as well as 
the introduction of control dampers and other duct system devices.  Many of us in the industry often come across these 
applications and it spurred on a lot of good discussion. 
 
One of our Chapter’s focus goals in 2016 is to continue to promote the benefits of an ASHRAE membership and the benefit of being 
able to network each month with other industry associates/peers.  We’ve seen a great membership turnout early in our 2015/2016 
membership year and I would love for this to continue.  I would like to ask each of you to help by taking the opportunity to 
promote ASHRAE to any and all younger associates within your offices.  These are the future leaders of our membership and I want 
to make sure we are developing the “bench strength” necessary to ensure our organization’s success in the years to come.  It takes 
ALL of us to make this happen and I appreciate any help you can offer. 
 
The 50-50 raffle has continued to be a success this year in helping to raise R&D money for ASHRAE as well as rewarding the lucky 
winner!  I would like to thank all of those that participate in the raffle because it goes to helping our industry overall.  YOU’VE GOT 
TO BE IN IT TO WIN IT! 
 
This month’s meeting is the joint meeting being held on January 13, 2016 with both the Mechanical Contractors Association (MCA) 
and the American Society of Plumbing Engineers (ASPE).   The joint meeting topic for the month is “How Drones, Sensors, and 
Integrated Apps are rewriting all the Rules” and should be a very interesting topic for our membership.  The joint meeting is a 
great opportunity to network with other industry professionals and I look forward to another great turnout by our chapter.  Please 
keep in mind this meeting is on a different date (above) than our typical first Tuesday and it is also at a different venue (Hotel 
Woodbridge at Metropark 120 Wood Avenue South Iselin, NJ).  We look forward to seeing you there. 
 
Once again I wanted to remind the membership that it is free to advertise your company’s employment opportunities or to even 
communicate your desire to seek employment within our Thermogram and chapter website.  This is a highly underutilized aspect of 
our chapter communication.  I often hear about organizations looking for good people so use these communication vehicles to 
enhance your search by targeting the right people. 
 
Thank you again for everything you do for our Chapter and I look forward to seeing you at the joint meeting this month with MCA & 
ASPE. 
 
All the best, 

Kent 
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2015-2016 Presidential Award of Excellence (PAOE) Summary 

Chapter 

Members  

Member 

Promotion 

Student 

Activities 

Research 

Promotion 
History 

Chapter 

Operations 
CTTC 

Chapter 

Grassroots 

Government 

Activities 

NJ Chapter 

PAOE Point 

Total 

Min/Par 500/800 300/500 800/1050 100/300 400/1000 450/1050 500/650  

646 0 0 190 0 115 225 0 530 
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Speaker: 

James Benham 
Chief Executive Office 
JBKnowledge Inc. 

 
 
 
 
Topic: 

Future Forecast: How Drones, Sensors and Integrated Apps are Rewriting all the Rules 
 

 
OVERVIEW:  Everywhere you look, there’s a new mobile, drone or wearable device. How are these 
technologies evolving construction projects? How are top contractors running research and development on 
emerging technologies? Get ahead of the learning curve and hear about the up and coming technology 
solutions your peers in the industry are already utilizing. In his presentation, James Benham sorts through the 
latest trends, solutions and devices in building technologies and how they will rewrite the rules for construction 
projects. The presentation will: 
 
 Review a brief history of virtual reality, augmented reality and wearable devices 
 Explore how drones are introducing builders to data mobility, visualization, access and efficiency on 

projects 
 Learn how cutting edge mobile applications, sensors and web-based solutions are being integrated for use 

in the office and on the job site 
 Analyze case studies of how industry leaders are using innovative technology to inspire collaboration & 

design 
 

 
 

Biography: 
James is now the Chief Executive Officer of JBKnowledge, Inc.  James has led JBKnowledge to become a 
premier provider of technology solutions for the construction and insurance industries, with clients across North 
America, the Caribbean and the Middle East.  JBKnowledge is also the maker of the SmartBidNet, 
SmartCompliance, SmartReality, and SmartInsight cloud and mobile solutions.  As a rapidly growing business 
year after year, JBKnowledge is a seven-time recipient of the Aggie 100 award, six-time Newman 10 recipient, 
and was recently named to the LSU One Hundred for the second time. The company, and James, are 
headquartered in Bryan/College Station, TX with offices in North America and South America. 

 
 

http://jbknowledge.com/
http://smartbidnet.com/
http://smartcomplianceinc.com/
http://smartreality.co/
http://www.smartinsight.co/
http://aggie100.com/
http://newmanprint.com/?page_id=108
http://www.lsu100.com/
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December Meeting Recap: 
 
Topic: Fan testing and System Effect 
 

Held: December 1, 2015 at the Renaissance Woodbridge Hotel 
 

Speaker: Ron Michael 
                Northeast Regional Applications Manager 
                Loren Cook Company 
 

  

Many thanks to Jim for Ron for presenting to the Chapter and giving some of the newer engineers 
insight into how AMCA formally tests fans and the issues that arise when field installations go awry. 
The presentation was well received by all in attendance and we’re glad that you were finally able to 
present in your home state. Thanks again!  

 
 
 

 
 

Jim during his presentation 
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Date Speaker Topic Theme 

October 6, 2015 
John Knowles 
Wales Darby 

Automatic Flow Control 
Valves 

Welcome Back 

November 10, 2015 
Jim Kohl 

Trane 
Controls Past President’s Night 

December 1, 2015 
Ron Michael 

Loren Cook Company 
Fan Basics Back to Basics Night 

January 13, 2016 
James Behnam 

JBK Consulting, LLC 

How Drones, Sensors, and 
Integrated Apps are 

Rewriting all the Rules 

Joint Meeting With  
NJ ASPE & NJ MCA 

February 2, 2016 
Joe Singerling 

Fulton Team Solutions 

How NOT to Design a Steam 
System 

Research Promotion  
Night 

March 1, 2016 
Drew Dispoto 

Trane 
VRF Design 

Membership & History 
Night 

April 5, 2016 HVAC Site Tour 
Local Chiller Plant with 
Thermal Energy Storage 

Perth Amboy, NJ 

April 5, 2016 
Bill Bahnfleth 

Penn State University 
Past President ASHRAE 

Cool Thermal Energy 
Storage in the Age of 

Sustainability 
Student & YEA Night 

April 21, 2016 ASHRAE Free Webcast 

Realistic Commercial Net 
Zero Building Design 

Through Energy 
Conservation and 

Renewables 

Webcast 

May 3, 2016 
Rajan Rajendran 

Emerson Climate Technololgies 

Status of Refrigerant 
Changes Impacting the 

HVACR Industry 

Installation of New 
Officers & Refrigerant 

Night 

May 2016 To Be Determined Refrigeration Tour - 

June 2016 Golf Outing 
To Benefit ASHRAE 
Research Promotion 

- 
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RP Promotion 
Chapter RP Chair: John Tellefsen 
 

We are raising money for the Research Promotion through golf outings, 50/50, etc. That is one of the main things ASHRAE 
and members of ASHRAE does to increase the knowledge and understanding for us all! You can give on-line by clicking on 
the link below and filling out the on-line form! Be sure to include NJ ASHRAE (007) as your chapter.  And it is tax 
deductible! 

 

  https://xp20.ashrae.org/secure/researchpromotion/rp.html  

 

 

~~~~~~~ 2015-2016 Current Year ~~~~~~ 

We thank all the following individuals and companies for donating to the ASHRAE RP Promotion for the this year until 

December 31, 2015! 

 Jeffrey Beeden     Michelle R Contri  
 Robert J Daly     Roger De Luca 
 Ryan Diaz     Gearoid Foley 
 Linda Gallant     Pelagio Gonzales 
 Mohammed Jalil    Barrett Lightbourn 
 Dorrie Mercurio     Spencer Morasch 
 Garry Myers     Christopher Phelan 
 Mark J Richter     James Rossetti 
 Kent Silveria     James Sarno 
 Scott T Smith     Eugene Stamper 
 John Tellefsen     Albert Yulo 

 
 

Thank you, one and all, for your past and future support! 

 
Historian Committee—Blast from the Past 
Chapter Chair: Spencer English 
 
I hope that everybody is enjoying these little blasts from the past, and are learning some fun facts about the history of our 
chapter. If there are any suggestions or feedback on these history blurbs, I would love to hear from you. Also, to help 
preserve the current status of our chapter, I would like to interview some current ASHRAE NJ Fellows. If you are a Fellow, 
or know of an ASHRAE NJ Fellow who would be willing to be subjected to a quick interview, please email me at 
Spencer.English@KlimaNJ.com.  
 
This month’s blast from the past is about Alfred Wolff, who was born in Hoboken, NJ, and got his mechanical engineering 
degree from Stevens Institute of Technology at age 17. Alfred was one of the pioneers of modern day air conditioning, and 
is known for his work designing the air conditioning system for the New York Stock Exchange back in 1901. The Wolff-
Torrance Plant at NYSE was one of the first comfort cooling systems in the world, and successfully provided 300 tons of 
cooling to the space for 20 years before being modernized.  
 
For more information about Alfred Wolff’s rich history, please visit: http://www.hevac-heritage.org/biographies/wolff/wolff.pdf  
Northern New Jersey became the 18th section of ASRE. It was granted a charter on September 24, 1944.  

 

https://xp20.ashrae.org/secure/researchpromotion/rp.html
mailto:Spencer.English@KlimaNJ.com
http://www.hevac-heritage.org/biographies/wolff/wolff.pdf
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Refrigeration 
Chapter RP Chair: Dave Halko 
 
Everyone needs to be cognizant of current and upcoming refrigerant alternatives and their  
availability. The refrigerants we have come to utilize in our designs will undoubtedly need to be 
replaced with new EPA acceptable versions. The new phase out dates for the “R404A’s and  
R507A’s” will quickly approach our industry and we need to be prepared. There are “near term” solutions as well as 
“long term” solutions available to us. Stay in close contact with your refrigerant manufacturer’s rep as well as attending 
all the seminars and webinars you possibly can, and be prepared. 

 
 
 
 
Membership Promotion Committee 
Chapter Membership Chair: Scott Smith 
 
Our membership is starting to rise, and I’d like to warmly welcome all of our new members.  I’d also like to thank 
our existing members for encouraging other members to join.  The strength of our Chapter is dependent on 
membership participation, and I am pleased that we are seeing growth. 

 
 
 
 
Website Committee 
Chapter Website Chair: Dorrie Mercurio 
 

Happy Holidays everyone.  The NJ ASHRAE Website is still the best place to get all of your  
ASHRAE related info including contacts for board members, event days and locations, links to presentations, 
scholarships, donations, advertising and job listings.  You can also download the latest copy of the Thermogram if 
you misplace the original email.  Please don't hesitate to contact me with any questions, concerns or 
ideas!  Thanks - Dorrie  

 
 
 
 
 
 
YEA Committee 
Chapter YEA Chair: Ryan Diaz  
 
Happy New Year everyone! I am excited to announce that we have a YEA event coming up. I’d like to invite all of the YEA 
members (ASHRAE members under 35) to join us for a tour of Cricket Hill Microbrewery in Fairfield, NJ. This tour will walk 
you through the facility’s processing equipment, ending with the tasting room and a short talk with the staff. Come join us for a 
fun night!  
 
Please e-mail me at rdiaz@delren.com to RSVP or if you have any questions. 
 
DATE: Thursday, February 25, 2016 
LOCATION:    Cricket Hill Brewery at 24 Kulick Road in Fairfield, NJ 07004  
TIME:  4:30pm, please be prompt 
Parking is limited. Parking on the street is available and is recommended. 

mailto:rdiaz@delren.com
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Meeting Minutes 
OFFICERS      Name    Attendance 

President      Kent Silveria          X 

President-Elect                    Dorrie Mercurio          X 

Vice President                    OPEN 

Treasurer      Michele Contri                        X     

Secretary      Albert Yulo           X 

 

BOARD OF GOVERNORS     

Name    Attendance 

Chris Phelan           X 

Jim Sarno           

David Halko            

Jim Rossetti            

Scott Smith           X 

 

COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS/MISC   Name    Attendance 

Chapter Grassroots Government Advocacy   Jeff Beeden           X 

Chapter Delegate, Research Promotion, Honors &  John Tellefen            

    Awards, Administrator, Auditing, Finance 

Chapter Alternate, Auditing, Finance   Kent Silveria           X 

Chapter Tech Transfer Chair, Auditing, Special Events Jim Sarno                                   

Chapter Membership Promotion, Administrator,  Scott Smith            X 

    Auditing, Finance, Nominating 

Chapter Auditing, Special Events    Chris Phelan           X 

Chapter Homepage Editor, Webmaster, Electronic   Dorrie Mercurio           X 

    Communications, Auditing 

Chapter Publicity, Attendance    Albert Yulo           X 

Chapter Student Activities, Finance    Jim Rossetti            

Chapter YEA Co-Chair, Finance    Michelle Contri              

Chapter Refrigeration, Auditing, Finance, Special  David Halko            

Chapter Events Historian     Spencer English                              

Chapter Newsletter Editor     Adele Diane Glaser 

Chapter YEA Co-Chair     Ryan Diaz             X 

 

Kent Silveria, President, called the December 8, 2015 Board of Governors Meeting of the New Jersey Chapter 
of ASHRAE Board of Governors to order at 5:06 PM. Meeting was held at Thermco’s office in Clifton, NJ . 
 
President’s Report; Kent Silveria 

 Distributed meeting agenda 

 New Business 

 “Thank You” for a continuous great Thermogram write-up. 

 A few were missed due to quick turn-around 

 50/50 Raffel continues to be a success 

 Raised total of $210 ($105 winner, $105 ASHRAE fun) 

 Discussed to pick ticket after the speaker talk 

 NO raffle on January’s joint mtg with MCA/ASPE 

 RP- “Thank You” for everyone’s participation 

 Chapter achieved Full Circle 

 Next Monthly Dinner Meeting 

 Wed, Jan. 13, 2016 reception starts @ 5:00 pm 

 Location—Hotel Woodbridge at Metropark Iselin, NJ 

 NO Officers and BOGS meeting that night 

 IAQA End of Year Dinner mtg 

 KSilveria to attend 

 ASHRAE 90.1 2013 Training—follow-up discussion 

 Distributed and reviewed 2016 training proposal handout 

 NJ Chapter to host local trng on HVAC/MEch (3 hrs) and Envelope/Lighting (3 hrs) 
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Meeting minutes continued: 

 

 Trane Pine Brook office Learning Center will host the venue. 

 Training date to be determined.  March - a possibility 

 Training fee of $60 per session (3 hrs);  $100 full day (6 hrs) was discussed. 

 2018 CRC Mtg followup discussions 

 Jersey City is the final location. 

 Hotels/venues/activities to be discussed next.  MContri offered to take the lead. 

 Membership Commitment 
Solicited list of companies to contact for ASHRAE membership and support 

 KSilveria – KEA Engineers 

 MContri – DLB Engineering/B D Engineering 

 AYulo – A&J Consulting Engineers 

 JBeedan – Johnson 

 RDiaz – French & Parrello 

 New Volunteers 
David Kasemeyer – Stillwell Hansen and Joe Fox – Mitsubishi offered to help. 
David to assist on Membership and Joe on RP committees.  

 
President-Elect’s Report; Dorrie Mercurio 
Financial Audit needs to be done 
  
Treasurer’s Report; Michelle Contri 
Audit will be held on Jan 19 at Trane Pine Brook office.  Time to be determined.   
DMercurio, MContri, KSilveria, CPhelan, JTellefsen are scheduled to attend.  SSmith will be out of town. 
 
Secretary’s Report; Albert Yulo 
Dec dinner mtg attendance – 41 
Distributed latest membership list to DMercurio 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
Government Grassroots; Jeff Beeden 
Jeff willl continue to provide updates and highlites on bylaws affecting NJ 
NJ PE electronic signature is now an acceptable practice for licensing stamps  
 
Membership Promotion; Scott Smith 
Membership count as of 11/30/15 – 651 up from 637 last report. 
 
Homepage Editor; Dorrie Mercurio 
November 2015 Thermogram has been uploaded on the Website.  
 
YEA; Ryan Diaz 
YEA event planned at Hickory Hall in Feb.  Ryan to finalized. 
 
Audit Committee; Dorrie Mercurio 
Audit will be done on Jan 19, 2016. 
 
Motion to adjourn made by KSilveria with a second by AYulo; passed without dissent. The meeting ended at 
6:25 pm. 
 
The next membership dinner meeting: 

Date:     Jan 13, 2016  
 Time:     5:30pm   
 Location: Hotel Woodbridge at Metropark, Iselin, NJ 
 NOTE: Joint Dinner Meeting with NJ Chapter ASPE and MCA 
 
 Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 Albert Yulo, Secretary    
 New Jersey Chapter of ASHRAE 
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Guidance on Low GWP Refrigerants Presented at ASHRAE Winter Conference 

 
ATLANTA –As climate change talks in Paris conclude with signing of a historic agreement, countries with high ambient temperature 
characteristics are looking ahead to next-generation low global warming potential (GWP) refrigerants, which take into account 
environmental impact, performance, safety and costs. 
 
Such countries with high dependency on refrigeration and air-conditioning applications are mainly located in the Middle East and particularly 
in the Gulf region. Those countries have traditionally been recipients of globally proven refrigeration technologies. 
“This trend is witnessing a change lately with movement of regional industry to enhance its research and selection capacities but it remains 
framed with what is commercially available worldwide in terms of the raw materials,” Walid Chakroun said. 
 
The challenges of hot countries in finding refrigerant alternatives for the widely used HCFC-22 in residential air-conditioning will be 
discussed in a seminar chaired by Chakroun at the ASHRAE 2016 Winter Conference, which takes place Jan. 23-27, Orlando, Fla. The 
ASHRAE co-sponsored AHR Expo is being held Jan. 25-27, next door at the Orange County Convention Center. To register for the 
ASHRAE Conference, which includes free access to the Expo, visit www.ashrae.org/orlando. 
 
The Technical Program features eight tracks, some 100 sessions and more than 300 speakers. It runs Sunday, Jan. 24, through 
Wednesday, Jan. 27, and offers over 200 Professional Development Hours, as well as Continuing Education Units, which can be applied 
toward a Professional Engineering license in many states, including the state of Florida. 
 
The seminar, “Evaluating Low-GWP Refrigerants for Air-Conditioning Industry in High Ambient Temperature Countries,” is sponsored by the 
United Nations Environmental Programme (UNEP) and the United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO). 
 
Chakroun, who serves as ASHRAE’s representative to UNEP, noted that most of governments in the region have started to apply new 
energy efficiency requirements for air-conditioning equipment. Known as Minimum Energy Performance Standards (MEPS), these 
standards will certainly have impact on the choice of refrigerant as well as design and operating characteristics of air-conditioning units. 
Meeting those conditions for high-ambient climates is another challenge for countries with air conditioning consuming 50 to 60 percent of 
their domestic power supply, according to Chakroun. 
 
As a response to the above issues, UNEP and UNIDO designed and launched a regional project, known as PRAHA, for assessing the 
feasibility of low-GWP alternatives. The project aims to practically assess next-generation low-GWP refrigerants taking into account energy 
efficiency, environmental impact, performance, safety and cost. 
 
The project involves partnerships of 13 international/regional technology providers and equipment manufacturers, seeking to independently 
assess and evaluate the techno-economic feasibility of low-GWP refrigerants in comparison with existing commercially available 
refrigerants, such as HCFCs and HFCs for different domestic and medium size commercial air-conditioning applications.  
 
Speakers will discuss the outcome of these tests and a comparison of the results, which by no means endorse any of the tested 
refrigerants, but shed light on possible workable refrigerant alternatives for high ambient operation, Chakroun said. Other aspects of the 
project deal with economics, technology transfer and the challenges to deploy low-GWP alternatives, including recommendations of further 
required investigation.     
 
Additional sessions at the ASHRAE Winter Conference that address low GWP include: 

 

 Refrigerant Advances 

 Evaluating Low-GWP Refrigerants for Air-Conditioning Industry in High Ambient Temperature Countries 

 Making the Commercialization of Low-GWP Refrigerants a Reality 

 Highlights from the 24th IIR International Congress of Refrigeration 

 Improving the Efficiency of Low-GWP Commercial Refrigeration Systems 

 Compression Challenges for Low-GWP Refrigerants 

 Trending Research and Advances in Simulation 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ashrae.org/orlando
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Addition of Subclass 2L Refrigerants Proposed for ASHRAE Refrigerant Safety Standard  
 

ATLANTA – Industry input is being sought into a proposal to modify portions of ASHRAE’s refrigeration safety standard to incorporate 
subclass 2L flammability classifications. 
 
Addendum d to ANSI/ASHRAE Standard 15-2013, Safety Standard for Refrigeration Systems, is open for public comment until Jan. 
18, 2016. To comment or learn more, visit www.ashrae.org/publicreviews. 
 
Standard 15 specifies safe design, construction, installation, and operation of refrigeration systems. 
The 2010 edition of ANSI/ASHRAE Standard 34-2013, Designation and Safety Classification of Refrigerants,  added an optional 
Subclass 2L to the existing Class 2 flammability classification of refrigerants. This change was intended to separate single 
component and blended refrigerants that are difficult to ignite and sustain a flame, from other Class 2 (and Class 3) flammable 
refrigerants.  
 
“The expectation was that some of the Class 2L refrigerants would be commercialized and used as substitutes for Class A1 
refrigerants that are in use today,” Dennis Dorman, chair of the Standard 15 committee, said. “Refrigerants in use today may come 
under regulatory pressure due to their relatively higher global warming potential (GWP).  But to do this without major economic 
impact, Class 2L would have to be safely applied without the stringent application limitations imposed by Standard 15 on other 
flammable refrigerants. In other words, in order to be broadly applied, Class 2L refrigerants would need to be treated more like Class 
1 than Class 2 or Class 3.” 
 
At the start of its deliberations, the committee discovered that there was almost no science to support rules changes, let alone 
relaxation, of Class 2 requirements, according to Dorman.  In July 2011, a first public review of the proposed addendum was made 
available with numerous comments received. Since that time, the committee has been addressing the technical issues identified from 
that review.  
 
Dorman noted that Standard 15 covers the full range of applications from residential to commercial to industrial applications. As such, 
there is an unusual degree of complexity in considering appropriate rules for each. 
 
Now, after almost four years of research and other supporting activities conducted by industry partners, the committee has much of 
the technical information to support proposed rules changes to Standard 15. 
 
“With this public review, we are seeking suggestions for new, unusual or potentially controversial elements of the proposed 
addendum, which the committee believes would benefit from increased public input prior to finalizing the draft for its first formal public 
review,” he said. “Additionally we want to make sure that we do not overlook important safety aspects that may come from various 
users of the standard, both domestic and international.”                                 
 

U.S. House of Representatives Misses Opportunity to Support Energy Efficiency 
 
ATLANTA – This week, the U.S. House of Representatives had the chance to stand with the private sector, professional and 
nonprofit stakeholder organizations to reaffirm its strong commitment to support the development, adoption and implementation of 
private sector-led, consensus-based model building energy codes. Instead, the House chose to pass the North American Energy 
Security and Infrastructure Act of 2015 (H.R. 8), which includes language that threatens to reduce understanding of the potential full 
impacts of the model building energy codes by likely limiting the technical assistance that the U.S. Department of Energy currently 
provides, upon request, to ASHRAE, the International Code Council, States and Indian tribes for the development, adoption and 
implementation of these model codes. 
 
“While ASHRAE is disappointed with the passage of this language, we applaud the efforts of Representative Peter Welch (D-VT-At 
Large) in seeking an amendment to H.R. 8 that would have replaced the harmful building energy codes language with language from 
the bipartisan Energy Savings and Industrial Competitiveness Act of 2015 (H.R. 2177),” ASHRAE President David Underwood said.  
Previously introduced by Representatives Welch and David McKinley (R-WV-1), H.R. 2177, is widely supported and has been 
carefully negotiated over a number of years, embodying the collective wisdom of many. 
 
“ASHRAE remains hopeful that Congress will ultimately demonstrate its support for market-driven energy efficiency by enacting 
legislation that protects the development, adoption and implementation of private sector-led, consensus-based model building energy 
codes,” added Underwood. 

 
 
 

 
  
                                 

 
 

 

 

http://www.ashrae.org/publicreviews
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Federal Activities 
 

Omnibus Funding and Tax Bill to Be Signed Into Law 
Congress is finishing work on H.R. 2029, which combines both the Consolidated Appropriations Act for Fiscal Year 2016 
and the Protecting Americans from Tax Hikes (PATH) Act of 2015. President Barack Obama has signaled that he will 
sign the bill into law. 

Often referred to as the “omnibus”, this bill combines the 12 annual appropriations bills into a single package, providing 
funding levels for federal programs until the end of the 2016 federal fiscal year next September. In a move to meet the 
needs of the moment, the bill also makes several changes to tax provisions. Below is a summary of the key provisions in 
the bill of greatest interest to ASHRAE and its members: 

The reference standard to the 179D Commercial Building Tax Deduction was changed from ASHRAE Standard 90.1-
2001 to Standard 90.1-2007, and extends the deduction until December 31, 2016. 

Extends the 45L Credit for Energy Efficient New Homes to December 31, 2016. 
 

 

 

 

Application Submission Deadline Less Than Two Weeks Away for Public Policy & Engineering Summer 

Internship in Washington, DC 

December 31, 2015 is the deadline for submitting applications for one of the most unique engineering internships in the 
United States. Late applications will be accepted if a letter of intent to submit a full application is received by the 
December 31 deadline. The application can be found here. 

Founded in 1980 through the collaborative efforts of several professional engineering societies, the Washington 
Internships for Students of Engineering (WISE) program is an intense, hands-on summer internship in Washington, DC 
whose goal is to groom future leaders of the engineering profession who are aware of and can contribute to the important 
intersections of technology and public policy. Students entering their final year of undergraduate study are selected each 
year in a nation-wide competition to spend nine weeks in the summer in Washington, DC. During the internship they learn 
how government officials make decisions on complex technological issues and how engineers can contribute to 
legislative and regulatory public policy decisions.For more information on the program, including the application, please 
click here. 

 

 

NIST Seeking Nominations for Appointments to Eight Federal Advisory Committees, Including Smart Grid 

Advisory Committee 
The National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST) is seeking nominations for appointments to eight Federal advisory 

committees, including NIST’s Smart Grid Advisory Committee. The Smart Grid Advisory Committee provides guidance to NIST on 

smart grid standards, smart grid implementation, and helps identify needs, gaps, and issues. 

Nominations for all committees are accepted on an ongoing basis and will be considered as and when vacancies arise. Full 

information on the call for nominations can be found here. 

 

 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/omb/legislative/sap/114/saphr2029r_20151216.pdf
https://www.ashrae.org/government-affairs/washington-internship-for-students-of-engineering-wise
https://www.ashrae.org/government-affairs/washington-internship-for-students-of-engineering-wise
https://www.federalregister.gov/articles/2015/12/08/2015-30886/request-for-nominations-for-members-to-serve-on-national-institute-of-standards-and-technology
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CGAC Regionnal and Chapter Activities 
 

State of Colorado Issues Notice of Proposed Rule for On-Site Construction and Safety 
Codes for Motels, Hotels and Multifamily Dwellings Where No Such Standards Exist 

The Colorado Register, published on December 10, 2015, has issued a notice of proposed rulemaking 
regarding on-site construction and safety codes for motels, hotels and multifamily dwellings in those areas of 
the State where no such standards exist. This proposed rule, noted as Resolution number 36, can be found 
here and is quite lengthy. The rule is quite complex in nature and deals with many different codes including the 
IECC (both residential and commercial) as well as references to Standard 90.1 (though a year is not noted), 
and to other ASHRAE publications.  

A public hearing has been set for January 4, 2016 at 11:00 a.m. (MST) in Denver at the Department 

of Local Affairs, Division of Housing, BAA hearing room 315, 1313 Sherman St. Denver, CO 80203 
 

State of New York Reissues Temporary Rules on Legionella 
The New York State Register, released on December 2, 2015, has once again published the adoption of 
emergency rules for the treatment of Legionella. These regulations, which originally became effective in 
August, implemented requirements that protect the public from the threat posed by Legionella. To ensure that 
protection is maintained, the Commissioner of Health and the Public Health and Health Planning Council have 
determined it necessary to file these regulations on an emergency basis. Public Health Law and the State 
Administrative Procedure Act provide the authority to adopt emergency regulations when necessary for the 
preservation of the public health, safety or general welfare and that compliance with routine administrative 
procedures would be contrary to the public interest. The various State agencies intend to adopt this emergency 
rule as a permanent rule and will publish a notice of proposed rulemaking in the New York State Register at 
some future date. The emergency rule, which is effective immediately, will expire February 10, 2016. 

As with the earlier emergency rule published several months ago, portions of ASHRAE Standard 188-2015 
Legionellosis: Risk Management for Building Water Systems are referenced. To review the rule please click 
here. The rule begins on page 28. 
 

City of New York Proposes New Regulations on Cooling Towers 
The New York City Department of Health and Mental Hygiene is proposing new regulationsthatwould require 
owners of buildings with cooling towers to take steps to protect the health and safety of New Yorkers. The 
regulations address cooling towers’ operations, maintenance, testing and recordkeeping. 

The proposed regulations are now open to public comment. Comments on the proposed regulations must be 
received by 5:00 p.m. on January 4, 2016. 

A public hearing will be held on January 4, 2016 from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. at the New York City 
Department of Health and Mental Hygiene, Gotham Center, 42-09 28th Street, Room 14-43, Long Island City, 
NY 11101-4132. 

To view the proposals and find out how to comment or speak at the public hearing please click here. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.sos.state.co.us/CCR/RegisterContents.do?publicationDay=12/10/2015&Volume=38&yearPublishNumber=23&Month=12&Year=2015
http://docs.dos.ny.gov/info/register/2015/december2/pdf/rulemaking.pdf
http://rules.cityofnewyork.us/proposed-rules
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State of Iowa Issues Update for Administrative Rules on Indoor Air Quality. 
The Iowa Administrative Bulletin, published on December 9, 2015, has given notice that it is updating its 
administrative rules on indoor air quality (among others) and is adopting, by reference, ASHRAE Standard 
62.1-2013 Ventilation for Acceptable Indoor Air Quality. Previously, this rule had cited the 2010 version of this 
Standard. The intent is to drop Chapter 4 of the ICC IMC (which deals with ventilation) and substitute Standard 
62.1.  

Any interested person may make written suggestions or comments on the amendments on or before 
December 29, 2015. Written materials should be directed to Jennifer Hart, Plumbing and Mechanical Systems 
Board, 321 East 12th Street, Des Moines, IA 50319-0075 or at jennifer.hart@idph.iowa.gov. Please copy Jim 
Scarborough at jscarborough@ashrae.org. Also, a public hearing will be held on December 29, 2015 at 10:00 
a.m. in the Lucas Office Building Conference Room 517 at the same address as above. At the public hearing 
persons may present their views orally or in writing. To view the suggested rule change, go to pages 1006-
1007 at this link.  

 
City of Austin Building and Fire Code Board of Appeals to Review Proposed Energy Code 

The Building and Fire Code Board of Appeals for the City of Austin, Texas has included review of the proposed 
COA energy code (both residential and commercial) on the agenda for its January 27, 2016 meeting. This draft 
code includes possible adoption of the 2015 IECC as the residential code and Standard 90.1 as the 
commercial code. A public meeting will be held on this issue on Wednesday, January 27, 2016 at 1:30 p.m. in 
the Learning Research Center, 2800 Spirit of Texas Drive, Airport Cargo Entrance, exit Highway 71 in Austin. 
This meeting is free and open to the public.  
 
 

Mayors Lead the Way on Climate Change Issues 
 

The Compact of Mayors was launched by UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon and his Special Envoy for Cities 
and Climate Change, Michael R. Bloomberg (former Mayor of New York City). This is under the leadership of 
the world’s global city networks – Cities Climate Leadership Group (C40), Local Governments for Sustainability 
(ICLEI), and the United Cities and Local Governments (UCLG) – with support from UN-Habitat, the UN’s lead 
agency on urban issues. The Compact establishes a common platform to capture the impact of cities’ 
collective actions through standardized measurement of emissions and climate risk and consistent, public 
reporting of their efforts. 
Through the Compact, cities are: 

 Increasing their visibility as leaders responding to climate change 

 Demonstrating their commitment to an ambitious global climate solution 

 Encouraging direct public and private sector investments in cities by meeting transparent standards that 

are similar to those followed by national governments 

 Building a consistent and robust body of data on the impact of city action 

 Accelerating more ambitious, collaborative, and sustainable local climate action 

Ultimately, the Compact of Mayors provides data that cities are climate leaders, and that local action can have 
a global impact. For more information on the Compact of Mayors and to find out if your city is part of this global 

effort, go to www.compactofmayors.org.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:jennifer.hart@idph.iowa.gov
mailto:jscarborough@ashrae.org
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/bulletin/12-09-2015.pdf
http://www.compactofmayors.org/
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One of the nation’s largest real estate investment trusts (REITs), Mack-Cali owns and manages premier office buildings 
and luxury multi-family communities throughout the Northeast. With its deep market presence and diversity of real 
estate services, this publicly traded real estate investment trust offers strong growth potential along with competitive 
compensation and benefits. 
 
Duties and Responsibilities 
We currently have an outstanding opportunity for a motivated and organized Energy Analyst to join our Corporate 
Energy team located in our Edison, NJ corporate office. Position requirements include, but are not limited to: 
• Continuously update electronic utility bill data base from scanned bill images. 
• Maintain central data bases that contain information related to buildings, utility accounts, tenant electric accounts, 
rate indices, tax rates, etc. 
• Cross check third party supplier bills with internal calculations and insure compliance with contract terms. 
• Assist in preparing annual electric and gas utility budgets, procurement of energy supplies and periodic metrics 
reporting. 
• Analyze and resolve tenant electric billings. 
• Monitor building electric consumption patterns and related inefficiencies. 
• Assist in project economic and rebate and incentives 
• Provide ongoing energy budget and other analytical services as needed. 
JOB REQUIREMENTS: 
• Conceptual knowledge of the regulated and retail electricity and gas energy industry. 
• Working knowledge of utility bill elements such as tariffs and metering. 
• Highly developed conceptual mathematical and Excel skills. 
• 2-4 years related experience. 
• College education preferred. 
 
CONTACT US: In return for your energy, expert skills and enthusiasm, you will receive competitive compensation. For 
immediate consideration please send resume, including salary requirements and job location you are interested in, to:  
Mack-Cali Realty Corporation, Attn: Human Resources 
Fax: 732-590-1002 
 
Visit our web site at www.mack-cali.com - Mack-Cali is an equal opportunity/affirmative action employer. Mack-Cali 
does not discriminate against applicants on the basis of race, creed, nationality, sex, color, religion, national origin, 
ancestry, age, genetic information, mental or physical disability, marital status, familial status, domestic partnership 
status, civil union status, affectional or sexual orientation, gender identity or expression, atypical cellular or blood trait, 
military status or any other category protected by federal, state or other law applicable in the location of employment.  
 
PLEASE NOTE:  
Employment agencies that do not have a current, signed contract with Mack-Cali Realty Corporation should not forward 
resumes to Mack-Cali Realty Corporation through this web site. Mack-Cali Realty Corporation will not be liable for any 
fees, other compensation and/or reimbursement of expenses as a result of any submission of resumes through this web 
site, unless the employment agency has a current, signed contract with Mack-Cali Realty Corporation for that specific 
position. 
 
DIRECT APPLY LINK https://home.eease.adp.com/recruit/?id=14903431  
 

https://home.eease.adp.com/recruit/?id=14903431
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Advertising Rates 
 
Newsletter Ad Includes: 

 Business Card ad in 3 Newsletters (next newsletter is February), will be published the end of the     
   month) 

COST: $75 
 
Website Ad Includes: 

 Business card ad on website for 1 year (starts month payment and business card are received) 

 Link to your website 
COST: $300 
 
Newsletter and Website Includes: 

 Business card ad in newsletters through June 2016 

 Business card ad on website for 1 year 

 Link to your website 
COST: $350 

 

  

HEATING | VENTILATION | AIR CONDITIONING SYSTEMS AND SUPPLIES 

Providing leading-edge technology and  

energy-efficient solutions… for over 40 years.  

dbnj.com | (973) 429-2828 dbnjparts.com | (973) 429-2900 


