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President’s Message
By Jim Sarno
Continuing the upward trend of member attendance at the
monthly meetings, March was another success with over
fifty members attending and twenty two members
receiving Certificates of Attendance. Thanks to the speaker
for the March meeting, Nick Gmitter of DLB Associates, and
his presentation on Energy Modeling. Nick did a great job
in covering a expansive topic in the time allotted.
The Research Promotion (RP) fund drive is progressing
nicely and the donors (personal and company) can be seen
on the RP page in the newsletter as well as on the Chapter Website. The major
fundraiser for the RP campaign is the Golf Outing and the plans are being
finalized with a date and details to follow shortly.
For this month’s meeting we have Ben Mueller presenting on a Noise Complaint
Case Study which centers on a noise complaint and the steps taken to abate the
issue.
For those Chapter members attending this month’s presentation that require PDH
credits; the Chapter will be providing Certificates of Attendance for the
presentation.
For those that require PDH’s, registration is open for the ASHRAE free (yes, free)
Webcast slated for April 18th. See page 16 of the Newsletter for additional
information.
Thanks and hope to see you at the meeting.
Jim

2012—2013 Presidential Award of Excellence (PAOE) Summary
Chapter
Members

Member
Promotion

Student
Activities

Research
Promotion

History

Chapter
Operations

CTTC

NJ Chapter
PAOE Point
Total

-

Min = 500

Min = 300

Min = 800

Min = 100

Min = 400

Min = 450

-

-

Par = 800

Par = 500

Par = 1,050

Par = 300

Par = 1,000

Par = 1,050

-

695

560

215

385

150

875

775

2,960
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Speaker Bio:
Benjamin C. Mueller, P.E.
Ostergaard Acoustical Associates, West Orange, NJ
Presentation Title: Noise Complaint Case Study
Ben Mueller is a principal of Ostergaard Acoustical Associates, a firm founded in
1972 by Paul B. Ostergaard. Mr. Mueller worked for several years as a test
engineer for an acoustical product manufacturer but has spent the last decade
as an acoustical consultant at Ostergaard. His firm consults on projects
covering all aspects of applied acoustics including environmental,
architectural, and industrial noise control issues. He specialized in HVAC noise
control, both to the outdoors as well as to interior spaces.
Mr. Mueller holds a Bachelor of Mechanical Engineering (1999) from Villanova
University and a Master of Mechanical Engineering with concentration in noise
and vibration control (2010) from Steven’s Institute of Technology.
Mr. Mueller is a licensed professional engineer in Oregon and New Jersey and is
a member of ASHRAE, as well as the Acoustical Society of America (ASA),
Institute of Noise Control Engineering (INCE), and the American Society of
Mechanical Engineers (ASME).
Presentation:
Case study reviews the various steps undertaken to resolve a noise complaint at
a large industrial campus, and the analysis and engineering behind it.
Resolving a noise complaint can often go beyond simple code compliance and
sometimes becomes impossible to completely mitigate, especially when trying
to please an individual complainant. An approach consisting of a detailed
investigation, consideration of all major noise sources and paths, and
maximizing noise reduction efforts through optimized solutions offers the best
means to minimizing potential noise complaints.
This case study involves assessing multiple mechanical equipment noise sources
and noise control solutions simultaneously using acoustical modeling software
and should be of interest to ASHRAE members.

March 2013

PAGE 5

THERMOGRAM

Calendar of Upcoming
Meetings/Events
Date

Speaker

October 2, 2012

Jerry Sipes, PE
Price Industries

Topic
ASHRAE Standard 170
Pertaining To Patient Rooms
Using Displacement
Ventilation or Chilled Beams

Theme

Welcome Back

Hank Jackson, PE
ETech Solutions

Beam Me Up Scottie!
Transport Energy; Motors,
Fans & Pumps

-

December 4, 2012

Tyler Malm
Trane North Jersey

Fundamentals of
Psychrometrics

Past President’sNight
And
Back To Basics Night

January 9, 2013

Anirban Basu
Sage Policy Group

Economic Policy

Joint Meeting With
NJ ASPE & NJ MCA

February 5, 2013

Jeff Barat
D&B Engineering

High Performance Chilled
Water Systems

Research Promotion
Night

March 5, 2013

Nick Gmitter
DLB Associates

Energy Modeling Of
Existing Buildings

Membership & History
Night

April 2, 2013

Ben Mueller
Ostergaard Acoustical
Associates

Noise Complaint
Case Study

Student & YEA Night

April 18, 2013

ASHRAE Panel

Assessing Building Energy
Performance:
From Principles to Practice

Free ASHRAE Webccast
See Article In This Edition

May 7, 2013

James Trainor
JCI

June 2013

Summer Social

November 13, 2012

The Benefits Of Using
Installation of New Officers
Variable Speed Drives In
& Scholarship Award
Central Plants With Multiple
Chillers
To Be Determined

Spouse’s Night
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March Meeting Recap
Topic: The Setup And Calibration Of Energy Models For Existing Buildings
Held March 5, 2013 at the Renaissance Woodbridge Hotel
Speaker: Nick Gmitter, P.E.; DLB Associates, Eatontown, NJ
Presentation:

Many thanks to Nick for presenting to the Chapter on the ever important topic of Energy
Modeling.
With trends in energy usage and the economic downturn, the subject of Energy Modeling
has infiltrated into nearly every MEP firm. Implementing it properly requires an in-depth
understanding of facility, building systems, the software and most importantly, using the
correct calibration approach.
Topics in this presentation included:
* NJ Utility Energy Efficiency Program
* Energy Efficiency Measures (EEMs)
* General Energy Modeling Approach
* Model Optimization & Calibration
* Resources
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RESEARCH PROMOTION
Chair: Roger Shults

THANK YOU to all of the 2012-2013 Chapter
Supporters of ASHRAE Research to date.
List of Chapter Contributors (Individuals and Companies)
Mr. Spencer Morasch
Mr. Garry N Myers
Mr. Mohammed A Jalil
Mr. James A Van Wyk
Mr. Christopher G Phelan
Mr. Spencer Morasch
Mrs. Dorrie A. Mercurio, PE
Mr. Roger A Shults
Mr. John E Tellefsen
Mr. James Rossetti, PE
Mr. David E Halko
Mr. Scott T Smith
Mr. Chris M Lambert

NJ ASHRAE Chapter
Mr. Laurence J Shapiro, PE
Mr. Leonard H Schwartz
Mr. James A Stainner
Mr. Roger A Shults
Mr. Paul A Scheele
Mr. Charles W Morgan
SRS Enterprises
Mr. John G Woerner
Epic Mechanical Incorporated
Mr. Paul E Hansen
Mr. William A Piegari
Thermco

*Contributions as of March 22, 2013

100% of the money donated to ASHRAE
Research Promotion goes toward
Research!
Donations are tax deductible

Please contact Roger Shults if you would like to donate
or have any questions about ASHRAE Research.
To donate online click:
https://xp20.ashrae.org/secure/researchpromotion/rp.html
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Papers Sought for First International Conference on Energy, Indoor
Environment in Hot Climates
ATLANTA – Papers are being sought for a conference focused on energy and indoor air quality in hot
and humid climates.
Organized by ASHRAE, the Qatar Oryx Chapter and the Qatar Environment and Energy Research
Institute, the First International Conference on Energy and Indoor Environment for Hot Climates takes
place Feb. 24-26, 2014, in Doha, Qatar. It is endorsed by the United Nations Environmental
Programme (UNEP) and the Chartered Institution of Building Services Engineers (CIBSE).
Abstracts (400 words in length) are due April 30, 2013. If accepted, papers are due May 15, 2013.
Authors of accepted papers are responsible for travel and registration. Hotel accommodations are
free for authors presenting papers. Submittal information can be found at www.ashrae.org/
HotClimates.
The Conference provides a forum for discussion of the latest research and development in the field of
indoor environmental quality in high ambient temperature climates.
Rising energy demand, costs and the associated environmental problems are causing increased
emphasis on the design of energy efficient HVAC&R systems, according to Walid Chakroun,
conference chair.
“This Conference sets the path for better understanding the integration of energy efficiency and
indoor air quality in high ambient temperature regions,” he said. “The impact of low-energy design on
occupant health in different building sectors, for both developed and developing economies, is the
focus.”
Topics include but are not limited to:
•Indoor Air Quality Systems
•Lessons Learned from IAQ Systems in Developing Countries
•Air-Conditioning and Refrigerating Systems
•Sustainability in Buildings
•Energy and Sustainable Development
•Healthy Indoor Environment Protocols
•Renewable Energy Technologies
•Indoor Environmental Pollution Sources
•Air Cleaner Performance
•Advances in Filter Materials
•Low Emitting Materials for Better IAQ
•Standards, Codes and Regulations
In addition, panel discussions are included with experts and decision makers where
recommendations and ideas for research can be generated for better design and preserving healthy
environments. Also, several keynote speeches will focus on different aspects of indoor environmental
quality and energy efficiency.
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ASHRAE Government Affairs Update
President Obama Nominates New DOE, EPA Heads
With the current leadership of the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) and Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) set to depart, President Barack Obama has released his long-anticipated nominations for
their replacements. If confirmed by the Senate, Dr. Ernest “Ernie” Moniz will become the new DOE
Secretary, and Gina McCarthy will become the new EPA Administrator. Below are their bios.
DOE: Dr. Ernie Moniz
Dr. Ernest J. Moniz is the Cecil and Ida Green Professor of Physics and Engineering Systems at the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT). His research at MIT, where he has served on the faculty
since 1973, has focused on energy technology and policy. Dr. Moniz also serves as the Director of the
MIT Energy Initiative and the MIT Laboratory for Energy and the Environment. From 1997 until January
2001, Dr. Moniz served as Under Secretary of DOE. Prior to that, he served as Associate Director for
Science in the Office of Science and Technology Policy in the Executive Office of the President from
1995 to 1997. In addition to his work at MIT and the Department of Energy, Dr. Moniz has served on a
number of boards of directors and commissions, including the President’s Council of Advisors on
Science and Technology (2009-Present), the Department of Defense Threat Reduction Advisory
Committee (2010-Present), and the Blue Ribbon Commission on America’s Nuclear Future (20102012). Dr. Moniz is a Fellow of the American Association for the Advancement of Science, the
Humboldt Foundation, and the American Physical Society. In 1998, he received the Seymour Cray
HPCC Industry Recognition Award for vision and leadership in advancing scientific simulation. Dr.
Moniz received a Bachelor of Science degree summa cum laude in physics from Boston College and a
doctorate in theoretical physics from Stanford University.
EPA: Gina McCarthy
Gina McCarthy is currently the Assistant Administrator for the Office of Air and Radiation at EPA.
McCarthy was appointed Assistant Administrator in 2009 after having served as the Commissioner of
Connecticut’s Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) from 2005 to 2009. McCarthy came to the
Connecticut DEP from the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, where she began her career as Canton,
Massachusetts’ first full time health agent in 1980. She went on to serve the Commonwealth for 25
years in a variety of environmental positions, including Undersecretary for Policy at the Massachusetts
Executive Office of Environmental Affairs and Deputy Secretary of the Massachusetts Office for
Commonwealth Development where she was in charge of coordinating environmental, transportation,
energy, and housing agency policies. McCarthy earned a BA in Social Anthropology from the University
of Massachusetts Boston and a joint Master of Science in Environmental Health Engineering and
Planning and Policy from Tufts University.
For additional information, please contact Mark Ames, ASHRAE Manager of Federal Government
Affairs at mames@ashrae.org or 202-833-1830.
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ASHRAE Government Affairs Update
President Obama Calls for Cutting Commercial and Residential Energy Waste
in Half within 20 Years in State of the Union
Last week President Barack Obama delivered his first State of the Union Address since his reelection,
during which he laid out his priorities for 2013 and the first portion of his second term. During his
speech the President called for a greater focus on science, technology, engineering and mathematics
(STEM) education to help prepare students for current and future jobs, and called on Congress to work
with him to address the looming the effects of the across-the-board spending cuts, also known as
sequestration, which is scheduled to begin on March 1, 2013, unless Congress and the White House
act.
The President also issued a new goal: to cut commercial and residential energy waste in half over the
next 20 years. President Obama stated that his administration would work with states to accomplish this
goal, and would provide federal support to the states that have “the best ideas to create jobs and lower
energy bills by constructing more efficient buildings”. Additional details on the President’s proposals are
expected in the months to come.
Audio and visual of the President’s speech, including the complete text of his remarks, can be found at
http://1.usa.gov/XP6b5w.

President Obama and Rep. Lipinski Issue Statements in Support of EWeek
This week is National Engineers Week (EWeek) – a time when the many contributions that engineers
make to society are celebrated throughout the United States. Sponsored by the National Engineers
Week Foundation, EWeek runs from February 17 to 23, and involves a number of events designed to
inspire interest in and encourage K-12 students to pursue a career in engineering. For a complete list of
programs, and ways to get involved in the Foundation’s year-round events, visit http://bit.ly/XP7e5u.
President Obama recently issued a statement supporting EWeek, which reads:
“I send greetings to all those observing Engineers Week 2013.
“If there is one idea that sets our country apart from every other nation, it is the idea that in America,
success does not depend on where you were born or what your last name is. Success depends on the
ideas you can dream up, the possibilities you can envision, and the hard work you are willing to do to
make them real.
“Initiatives like National Engineers Week help instill this believe in our next generation of doers and
makers. By sparking young people’s interest in science, technology, engineering, and mathematics,
these efforts will keep the American spirit of curiosity and innovation alive for years to come.
“As you celebrate the ways engineering improves our lives, I wish you all the best for an enjoyable
week.”
Similarly, U.S. Representative Daniel Lipinski (IL-3), who is one of the few Members of Congress with
an engineering degree, also issued a statement in support of EWeek:
“Engineering is problem solving, and we need engineers to help solve many of the problems that our
nation and our world face today,” Lipinski said. “Engineers are working to bring us cheaper and cleaner
energy. They are making us safer on the roads and in the air. And they are helping to design and
produce other life-saving devices. Engineers play a tremendously important part in our society.
“Surveys have shown that teenagers are more likely to consider a degree in engineering after learning
about what engineers do,” continued Lipinski. “Although just 4 percent of the country’s work force is
composed of engineers and scientists, they create the jobs for the other 96 percent. We owe it to our
children and ourselves to get them interested in science, technology, engineering and math. That’s why
calling attention to this fascinating field and career opportunities during National Engineers Week is so
important.”
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ASHRAE Government Affairs Update
ASHRAE Grassroots Go “Social” on Facebook
As has been reported many times in Update, the Grassroots Government Activities Committee (GGAC)
is coming online in earnest after this summer’s Annual Meeting in Denver. This new standing committee
will be comprised of Regional Vice Chairs (RVCs) representing all 14 of ASHRAE’s regions, who, in
turn, will coordinate the activities of chapter GGAC chairs and strategize accordingly as to future
initiatives and tactics aimed at getting ASHRAE and its members recognized and utilized as technical
resources for policymakers.
To broaden the reach of GGAC efforts, the committee has gone high-tech by creating a Facebook
Page, which, if visitors to the page “like” it, will provide frequent updates about issues important to
ASHRAE members in the U.S. and abroad. Moving forward, as notable activities at the chapter and
regional level arise, the committee will post about public policy successes and challenges members
face in their communities.
If your chapter is engaged in government activities at the jurisdictional level, please let the committee
know by commenting on the Facebook Page or by contacting Mark Wills, Manager of State and Local
Government Affairs at mwills@ashrae.org so the message can be passed on, discussed, and
recognized as appropriate.

How Are Federal Agencies Being Impacted by the Sequester?
OMB Releases Report
Last week the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) released a report outlining more of the specific
impacts that the automatic $85 billion spending cuts known as the “sequester” will have on federal
agencies and offices. These reductions began going into effect on March 1, and will continue rolling out
through the fiscal year until Congress and the President can reach agreement on an alternative path to
addressing our nation’s deficit and debt issues. Below are specific funding cuts of greatest interest to
ASHRAE members:
Energy Information Administration, which administers the Commercial Buildings Energy
Consumption Survey (CBECS): -$5 million
Department of Energy’s Office of Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy, which administers
the Building Energy Codes and related buildings programs: -$91 million
General Services Administration’s Government-wide Policy account, which includes GSA's
Office of Federal High-Performance Green Buildings: -$3 million
Army, military construction: -$408 million
What these cuts actually mean in terms of changes to individual government grant and other
programmatic activities remains unclear, since the funding reductions roll out somewhat slowly, giving
time to Congress and the President to act. It does appear however that large reductions in federal
spending (compared to prior years) will be the new norm for the foreseeable future, and as a result,
we’ll see fewer or smaller scale government grants and activities.
For additional information, please contact Mark Ames, ASHRAE Manager of Federal Government
Affairs, at mames@ashrae.org or 202-833-1830. To view OMB’s full report, visit (PDF) http://ow.ly/
izXnK
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ASHRAE Government Affairs Update
Grassroots Government Activities Report: From EWeek to Engineering
Licensure
ASHRAE members across the U.S. are getting excited about and engaged in grassroots activities as
the standing Grassroots Government Activities Committee (GGAC) prepares to come online in earnest
after ASHRAE’s 2013 Annual Meeting in Denver. Here are a few examples:
Several ASHRAE members and chapters worked with policymakers in their communities to encourage
the issuance of proclamations and resolutions in recognition of EWeek. The cities of Seattle, Tulsa,
Lexington (Kentucky), and Houston, and the states of Arkansas, Kentucky, and Texas – to name just a
handful – issued these measures.


The ASHRAE Utah Chapter is attempting to engage state legislators to ensure that state building
and energy code cycles are not extended from three to six (or more) years. There are several
negative ramifications of such policies being enacted. For example, a delay in code adoption cycles
would likely bring about:
A time lag for the introduction of new safety, energy efficiency, and construction requirements.
A loss of choice for consumers in that builders would be less likely to install the most up-todate, efficient, and highest-performance equipment and technologies.
Higher building insurance costs due to buildings not being up-to-date as far as codes are
concerned.
Government waste as new government buildings will not include the most up-to-date longterm cost-saving practices.



Chapters and members in Arizona, Kentucky, Tennessee, and West Virginia are in the process of
ascertaining how they can persuade state legislators and the executive branches within those states to
include ASHRAE members in discussions about high-performance, energy-efficient K-12 school
buildings – including the possible appointment of ASHRAE members to state advisory panels on the
subject.



In Vermont and West Virginia, threats to PE licensure vis-à-vis “master’s-or-equivalent
(MOE)”/“bachelor’s-plus-30 (BS+30)” proposals are vigorously opposed by the Champlain Valley
Chapter and Mountaineer Section, respectively. ASHRAE is working with the Licensing That Works
Coalition, a consortium of engineering societies representing more than 300,000 engineers in the U.S.,
to ensure that such measures are not enacted in any state.
These activities listed are just a few examples of what the GGAC apparatus – the Society standing
committee, Regional Vice Chairs, chapter and section GGAC chairs, and the individual ASHRAE
member – can do in bringing about sound public policy that aligns with ASHRAE’s policy aims. It’s
important to point out that these activities are not limited to the boundaries of the U.S., rather all 14
regions, 174 chapters, and 53,000-plus ASHRAE members have the opportunity to get involved – and
should get involved. ASHRAE is a global society and members are afforded the chance to provide
technical expertise to government decision makers in their communities, thus expanding the reach of
the Society’s mission “to advance the arts and sciences of heating, ventilating, air conditioning and
refrigerating to serve humanity and promote a sustainable world.”
To learn more about involvement in GGAC activities, please contact Mark Wills, manager of State and
Local Government Affairs, at mwills@ashrae.org.
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ASHRAE Government Affairs Update
DOE, GSA, HUD Call for Input on Proposed Rules, Reports, and
Programs (Continued)
Request for comments on a proposed determination regarding commercial and industrial
compressors as covered equipment.
 Comments are due by February 28, 2013.
 For additional information, visit http://1.usa.gov/VH6q2w


Request for comments on a supplemental proposed rulemaking on test procedures for
residential clothes dryers.
 Comments are due by March 18, 2013.
 For additional information, visit http://1.usa.gov/VH6I9Q


GSA
 Request for information on GSA’s review and recommendation to the U.S. Secretary of Energy
of a green building certification system(s) that is most likely to encourage a comprehensive and
environmentally-sound approach to the certification of green federal buildings.
 Comments are due by April 5, 2013.
 For additional information, visit http://1.usa.gov/VHd6xL
HUD
 Request for comment on the redesign of the American Housing Survey.
 Comments are due by April 2, 2013.
 For additional information, visit http://1.usa.gov/VHbKmF
ASHRAE is currently considering the possibility of submitting comments on these requests. Please
feel free to contact Mark Ames, ASHRAE’s Manager of Federal Government Affairs, on any of
these agency actions.

Welcome to ASHRAE's Government Affairs
Update! Along with the Government Affairs
Webpage, periodic e-mail updates feature
information on government affairs-related
activities of interest to ASHRAE members and
others interested in the built environment.
Archives of previous updates are available
from the Government Affairs Webpage (http://
www.ashrae.org/government-affairs).
If you have any recommendations regarding
content, or have questions about or would
like to participate in Washington Office
activities, please contact ASHRAE
Government Affairs staff at (202) 833-1830 or
washdc@ashrae.org.

March 2013

THERMOGRAM

PAGE 16

March 2013

THERMOGRAM

PAGE 17

March 2013

THERMOGRAM

PAGE 18

March 2013

THERMOGRAM

PAGE 19

Advertising Rates
Newsletter Ad Includes:
 Business Card ad in 3 Newsletters (next newsletter is April), will be published the end of the
month)
COST: $75
Website Ad Includes:
 Business card ad on website for 1 year (starts month payment and business card are received)
 Link to your website
COST: $300
Newsletter and Website Includes:
 Business card ad in newsletters through June 2013
 Business card ad on website for 1 year
 Link to your website
COST: $350

Help Wanted
HVAC designer/engineer wanted for Princeton, New Jersey consulting firm.
Experience in design of HVAC systems for institutional and commercial buildings
required. AutoCad proficiency is a must.
Our firm provides full mechanical and electrical systems design services for a
variety of building types, including theaters, government, university and
historic structures. We have an emphasis on sustainable design and work with
many of the area’s most prestigious institutions.
Work is interesting and challenging in an informal atmosphere with opportunity
for advancement. Full benefits are provided.
Salary will be commensurate with experience.
Principals only, please; no agencies.
E-mail resumes to:
Princeton Engineering Group, LLC
contact@pegllc.com

