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Speaker’s Topic  
 

SPEAKER:  

Dr. Stephanie Taylor 
 

TOPIC:  

Buildings Are Our Best Medicine 
We are currently living with tremendous uncertainty brought 
about by mutated strains of a Coronavirus. Many unanswered 
questions about COVID-19 disease transmission, mortality 
rates and our own immune response have resulted in fear,  
confusion and a sense of helplessness in many of us.  
Thankfully, we have a solid foundation of scientific data from 
studies in microbiology, medicine and the indoor environment 
that can guide our management of buildings so that they are 
true shelters.  
 

Dr. Taylor will present studies on building interventions that 
optimize the health of human occupants and decrease the 
threat of microbial pathogens such as COVID-19. 
Communication between medical and building professionals, 
such as in this webinar, along with your input will help us fight 
back and regain our footing. Attend this webinar to learn about 
the power of the indoor environment to keep us safe and 
healthy during COVID-19 and beyond. 
 

DATE:  

Tuesday, January 26 th  
12pm – 1:30pm 
 

COST:  

Free! 
 

LOCATION:  

Virtual 
GoToMeeting Invitation to Follow 
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Dr. Stephanie Taylor 

Dr. Stephanie Taylor, a graduate from Harvard Medical 
School, became alarmed about the possible role of the 
hospital building in new infections that her oncology 
patients were getting.  
 

Realizing that she knew nothing about the design and 
management of buildings and mechanical systems, she 
eventually returned to school to obtain her master’s 
degree in Architecture and Engineering.  
 

Dr. Taylor, the CEO of Taylor Healthcare Consulting and 
President of Building4Health, Inc. now works as an 
international consultant and research leader to better 
understand how the design and operation all building 
types impact occupant health.  
 

She is a Distinguished Lecturer for ASHRAE and a 
member of the ASHRAE Environmental Health 
Committee and the Epidemic Task Force. She writes a 
monthly column for Engineered Systems magazine and 
has published in Nature, Science and other peer 
reviewed medical journals. She received the, "Women to 
Watch in the HVAC Industry" award in 2019.  
 

Dr. Taylor lives in Vermont with her husband and seven 
dogs. When she is not working, she loves to skydive with 
her son, play with her dogs and take things apart.  

 
 
 

THERMOGRAM 
The New Jersey Chapter of ASHRAE Newsletter  

JANUARY 2021 

www.njashrae.com 
reply@njashrae.com 
ASHRAE Society: 1-800-527-4723 

 



2 

 

 

Chapter Board of Governors 

Christopher G. Phelan 
Thermco 

(973) 777-6700 

 
Dorrie A. Mercurio, PE 
Engineered Design Group 

(732) 761-0108 

 
Ryan Diaz 

DelRen 
(856) 287-8638 

James Rossetti, PE 
Rossetti Engineering 

(908) 200-8975 

 
David Kasemeyer 

Limbach, Inc. 
(609) 651-3562 

Adam Caravaglia, PE 
EI Associates 

(973) 775-7777 

 
Brain Glynn, PE 

Hughes Environmental 
(201) 391-1900 

 
Michelle Contri 

M-Con Engineering 
732-277-8033 

Committees 

GOVERNMENT 
AFFAIRS 

Jeff Beeden 
(888)422-7830 ext. 700 

Michelle Contri 
(732) 277-8033 

Mike Hudacko 
Grant Salmon 

 
CTTC 

Tyler Malm 
(973)244-7753 

 
HISTORIAN 
Greg Miller 

(908) 241-4400 

 
HONORS & AWARDS 

Art Anderson 
(609) 662-0461 

NEWSLETTER ADS & EDITOR 
Evony Viera   

(862)246-0239 

 
REFRIGERATION 

Brian Glynn   
(201)391-1900 

 
RESEARCH/PROMOTION 

Tyler Malm 
 

SPECIAL EVENTS 
Chris Phelan   
(973)777-6700 

 
MEMBERSHIP 

David Kasemeyer  
dave.kasemeyer@limbachinc.com 

YEA 
Ryan Diaz 

(856) 287-8638 
Yao Dong 

(727) 239-1135 

 
STUDENT ACTIVITIES 

Ryan Diaz 
James Rossetti 
(908) 200-8975 

 
ATTENDANCE 

Tyler Malm 
 

  HOMEPAGE EDITOR 
Dorrie Mercurio, PE 

(732)761-0108 

NJ ASHRAE Contact Info 

 
 

www.njashrae.com 
reply@njashrae.com 
ASHRAE Society: 1-800-527-4723 

 

 
 
 

 

ASHRAE’s 

Mission & 

Vision 
 
Mission: To serve 
humanity by 
advancing the arts 
and sciences of 
heating, ventilation, 
air conditioning, 
refreigeration and 
their allied fields. 
 
Vision: A healthy 
sustainable built 
environment for all . 
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President’s Message 

Happy New Year to you and the ASHRAE New Jersey community!  
 
I am looking forward to 2021 and hope you are as well.  We have a 
great slate of upcoming speakers for our monthly meetings and we 
are all crossing our fingers for the possibility to resume in-person 
activities in the spring. 
We ended 2020 with an informative session given by Thomas Durkin, 
P.E. on humidity control.  As the industry continues to shift to focus 
to IAQ, it is also important that we understand multiple ways to 
account for and control humidity, filtration, and ventilation.  Tom’s 
insight into reheat and bypass style systems offer alternatives to 
some of the more tradition means the industry has grown used to .  
We will be adding a link to the recorded session on the 
NJASHRAE.com website in the near future so that the lecture can be 
revisited at your convenience. 
This month I am excited to welcome Dr. Stephanie Taylor MD, M. 
Architecture, CIC, FRSPH(UK) who will be presenting “Buildings Are 
Our Best Medicine”.  We had the pleasure of having Dr. Taylor to our 
chapter a few years ago where she spoke about microbes, viruses 
and the importance of keeping a healthy RH in hospitals.  Little did 
we know at the time that in just a few years a virus, just like the ones 
she was lecturing of, would drastically change the course of our 
lives.  It was eye opening to me at the time and is even more so now.  
Please join us on Jan 26 th at 12:00 pm… you will not want to miss it.  
A quick reminder - The 2021 ASHRAE Virtual Winter Conference will 
take place in a convenient, online format February 9 th-11th.  
Attendees can join live discussions with top experts, learn the latest 
updates relating to COVID-19, and have access to 90+ technical 
sessions for 18 months. Group rates are available, and members 
register for just $249.  
https://www.ashrae.org/conferences/2021-virtual-winter-conference 
 
ASHRAE Membership Hardship Announcement 
ASHRAE understands that the last year has brought difficult changes 
to many peoples lives.  If you are currently experiencing hardship, I 
encourage you to reach out to the Members Services Department at 
members@ashrae.org. A Member services representative will assist 
you in determining your hardship case and also provide guidance 
with respect to adequate adjustment of member benefits and dues.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.ashrae.org/conferences/2021-virtual-winter-conference
mailto:members@ashrae.org.
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Last Month’s Speaker 

 
 

About Thomas Durkin, P.E.  

Recognized as an innovative and creative engineer throughout the 

Midwest, Tom directs all mechanical and plumbing engineering for SDA. 

Tom’s designs for buildings and systems are proven to be safe, energy-

efficient and cost-effective. A nationally sought-after speaker and 

frequent ASHRAE author who promotes energy-smart HVAC systems, 

Tom is also a contributor to the U. S. Department of Energy. He designed 

the first “Energy Star” school HVAC system in the Midwest. In 1998, Tom 

presented one of his innovative systems to members of the United States 

Congress. Tom has either invented or pioneered the implementation of 

nine distinct HVAC innovations, all of which save energy and reduce 

pollution. 

Tom’s design work has won twelve (12) state, national and international 

awards, including two ASHRAE Technology Awards. He has written 

many articles for the ASHRAE Journal and other industry magazines, 

and his work has been featured in several others. Tom is a co- author of 

the HVAC Pump Handbook, the definitive text on all things hydronic. 

 

Topic Discussed 

Humidity Control With and Without Reheat 

Durkin’s approach is that most applications do not need for designers to 

control humidity, rather just make sure it doesn’t get out of control. 

Humidity control can be active or passive, but it should never be ignored. 

This talk will explain low cost but highly effective solutions that work in all 

climate zone. 
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Website  

 
 
As things are constantly changing throughout the world, we are also 
keeping the NJ ASHRAE website updated with all of the latest 
information.  Please be sure to check in for all your NJ ASHRAE 
news! 
 
Dorrie A. Mercurio P.E. 

 

 

Historian  

As part of documenting our chapter history, I am looking for a 
heating, refrigeration, or air-conditioning plant of historic interest to 
our professions. If anybody has a good candidate, please let me 
know! I can best be reached at my email address, 
greg@millerchitty.com.  
 
Greg Miller 

 

Refrigeration 

The Refrigeration Committee intends on having an event at Jersey 
Spirits Distillery this fall, conditions permitting.    We are also 
coordinating another event for the spring.  More details to follow.  
 
Brian W. Glynn, P.E., LEED A.P. 

 

YEA 

Happy New Year! We are still working on the details for YEA T rivia 
Night! Flyer coming soon! 
 
Ryan Diaz 

 

mailto:greg@millerchitty.com
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Three States and Washington, D.C. Launch 

Transportation and Climate Initiative Program 

Massachusetts, Connecticut, Rhode Island and the District of 
Columbia reached a historic agreement to cap carbon emissions 
from cars. This agreement, known as the Transportation and 
Climate Initiative Program (TCI-P), would set a cap on carbon 
emissions from the transportation sector in the participating 
jurisdictions starting in 2022. The cap would lower each year 
through 2032. The memorandum of understanding (MOU) is a 
milestone in the process of launching the cap-and-invest program 
for cars in the Northeast and mid-Atlantic. Transportation 
currently accounts for more than 40% of greenhouse gas 
emissions in the region. The program is expected to curb 
emissions by up to 26% by 2032 and generate more than $3 billion 
in investments. Eight other states — Delaware, Maryland, New 
Jersey, New York, North Carolina, Pennsylvania, Vermont and 
Virginia – also released a statement to continue working with 
Massachusetts, Connecticut, Rhode Island and Washington D.C. 
on curbing emissions. The full MOU can be found here and the 
other states’ joint statement can be found here.  
 

 

 

 

ACEEE Releases 2020 State Energy Efficiency Scorecard 

The 2020 State Energy Efficiency Scorecard, released in December, analyzes the energy 
efficiency efforts of all 50 U.S. states and Washington, DC. It tracks policies and programs to 
reduce energy use, such as adopting or advancing energy -saving targets, vehicle rules or 
appliance standards. The 2020 Scorecard found that states, many of which have set ambitious 
climate goals since 2018, had to abruptly shift their focus to mitigate the health and economic 
impacts of the deadly global pandemic, but some were still able to make progress on energy 
efficiency. These include California, New York, Washington, Massachusetts and several others. 
The report includes details on state progress, as well as highlighting a "state to watch" in each 
U.S. region. The full report and fact sheets for each state can be found here.  
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PAOE Point Summary 

 
 
 
 
 

Chapter 
Members 

Member 
Promotion 

Student 
Activities 

Research 
Promotion 

History 
Chapter 

Operations 
CTTC 

Electronic 
Comm. 

Chapter 
Grassroots 

Government 
YEA 

- Min=500 Min=300 Min=800 
Min=10

0 
Min=600 Min=450 Min=250 Min=500 Min=300 

- Par=800 Par=500 Par=1050 
Par=30

0 
Par=1200 

Par=105
0 

Par=500 Par=650 Par=800 

554 600 200 0 220 435 500 780 100 875 

 

2019-2020 Presidential Award of Excellence (PAOE) Summary Total = 3,710 
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ASHRAE Scholarship Program 

SELECTION PROCESS: 
Scholarships are awarded based on the following and for the academic year following the application 
deadline beginning with the fall semester.   Re-applications will be accepted from former scholarship 
applicants and recipients provided they meet current scholarship criteria.  Students may only receive 
one Society scholarship in any given year.  
 
1. A cumulative grade point average (GPA) of at least 3.0 on a scale where 4.0 is the hig hest and/or 

a class standing of no less than the top 30% evidenced by an official transcript of grades or written 
statement from a school administrator.  

2. Three letters of recommendation, including one from an instructor or faculty advisor, a current or 
past employer, and another character reference.   In the case of schools with an ASHRAE student 
branch, a letter from the faculty advisor of that branch may be one of the three letters of 
recommendation.  
Visit https://www.ashrae.org/communities/student -zone/student-branches  for a list of ASHRAE 
student branches. 

3. Potential service to the HVAC and/or refrigeration profession.  
4. Financial need 
5. Excellence, Character, Leadership (Fully describe academic achievement and other leadership 

roles) 
6. Service to community & others (Detail participation in the arts/music, athletics, volunteerism, 

environmental/humanitarian groups, or other service organizations)  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To learn more or apply, visit: 
www.ashrae.org/scholarships 

https://www.ashrae.org/communities/student-zone/student-branches
http://www.ashrae.org/scholarships
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UltraViolet Germicidal Irradiation (UVGI) air disinfectant device 

quickly mounts in existing ventilation systems to kill viruses, bacteria, 

mold and other living airborne pathogens. 
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Industrial Fans: 
Cast Aluminum BlowerS 

 

 

Applications with airflows between 200 CFM and 3,000 CFM that require fans with corrosion and spark 

resistant construction are quite common. These fans might be provided by commercial fan manufacturers 

but often require more robust construction. Cast aluminum industrial fans are often the best solution since 

they are far less expensive than other industrial fans and more compact. 

 

Americraft cast aluminum volume and pressure blowers are available with epoxy coating, explosion proof 

motors, weather covers, and other options. Their volume blowers, constructed to provide AMCA C spark 

resistance, provide up to 1500 CFM/2 inches static pressure with a steel wheel. Among the many 

applications that the volume blower wheels are suitable for are fume and smoke exhaust. Americraft 

pressure blowers, constructed to provide AMCA B spark resistance, are equipped with cast aluminum 

wheels that provide up to 3,400 CFM/11” static pressure. 

Pressure blower radial wheels are suitable for fume exhaust, non-abrasive material handling and other 

applications. The compact direct drive configuration of both models enables the largest volume blower 

to fit in an 18” cube and the largest pressure blower to fit in a 24” cube. Standard lead time for both 

models is 10 days. 

 

Contact us to learn more about Americraft products and to schedule our PDH 
approved webinars on fans, air distribution, and gas monitoring system desi gn: 

www.samtepp.net 
 

Contact: 

Samuel Tepp Associates Metuchen, NJ 

08840 Office: 732-548-7398 
Keith Miller Cell: 201-638-6591 
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Advertise with NJ ASHRAE  

 
 
 
Advertising Rates  
 
Newsletter Ad Includes:  

 COST: $100 for ¼ a page, $150 for ½ a page, and $300 for full page for the full year  

 
Website Ad Includes:  

 Business Card ad on website for 1 year (starts the month the payment and business cards are 

received)  

 Link to your website 

 COST: $300 for ¼ a page  

 
Newsletter and Website Includes: 

 Business card ad in newsletters through June 2019  

 Business card ad on website for 1 year  

 COST: $350 for ¼ a page, $400 for ½ a page, and $550 for the year  

 

Resource Goals 

Resource promotion is extremely important to ASHRAE. Without donations, ASHRAE would not be able to 
fund all the valuable resource to our industry. Online donations are extremely simple to do and the form can 
be accessed from the ASHRAE main web page. Just  click on "MAKE A GIFT" in the upper right-hand corner. 
Go to ASHRAE RP Campaign and click on "DONATE NOW." You should now have the online contribution 
form open. Simply fill out the form with your payment information. Thank you for your support.  
 
For your convenience you may access the ASHRAE website from the following links:  

 ASHRAE Main Web Page 

 ASHRAE Resource Promotion Page 

 ASHRAE Resource Promotion Online Contribution Form 
 
 
 

 

http://www.ashrae.org/
http://www.ashrae.org/standards-research--technology/research-promotion
https://xp20.ashrae.org/secure/researchpromotion/rp.html
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Statements made in this publication are not the expressions of the Society or of the Chapter and shall not be reproduced with out 
permission of the Chapter.  


